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ABSTRACT

The killing of parents and stepparents by biololggral stepchildren is a rare event.
Incidents involving multiple parricide victims awd/multiple parricide offenders are an even
rarer occurrence. The majority of studies on pate involve a single victim and single
offender. Using the National Incident-Based RapgrEystem (NIBRS), this study identified
603 single-victim, single-offender incidents, 28gle-victim, multiple-offender incidents, 60
single-offender double parricide incidents, 17 nplgtoffender double parricide incidents, and
15 familicide incidents over the 20 year period @89 2010. Univariate and bivariate analyses
examined parricidal incidents involving single oultiple offenders and single or multiple
victims with the aim of investigating juvenile aadult involvement in double parricide and
familicide.

Frequencies reported include victim, offender, exettlent characteristics for all types of
parricide incidents. Consistent with prior resbasa single-victim, single-offender parricide,
the results indicated that the typical parricidieofler was a white male approximately 30 years
of age. A firearm predominated as the weapon oifcehfor all parricide incidents; however,
when a biological mother was one of the victims, dffender(s) used more diverse methods.
When multiple offenders were involved in doublermades, however, the offenders tended to be
younger and were more likely to include a femaleatplice. Only one case of familicide
involved a female offender, and none of the fandedncidents involved multiple offenders.

Study limitations and implications for preventia @lso discussed.
Vi
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Chapter One
INTRODUCTION

While technically referring to the killing of a de relative, the term parricide has
become synonymous with the slaying of one or batlemis by a biological child (Heide, 1992).
This phenomenon is a rare variant of intrafamilialence that accounts for approximately 2%
of all homicide cases (Heide, 1989; 2013c). Paleitias fascinated the public since antiquity.

It became particularly salient in the United Statesng the 1980s when media coverage of
adolescent sons and daughters who killed theimpsmeas featured on broadcast news and
covered widely by the print media (Heide, 2013éJhen parricide incidents involve multiple
victims, multiple offenders, or juvenile offendetisey are perceived as even more shocking and
result in widespread news broadcasting (Boots &lele?006).

One of the most notorious of these cases involiedvienendez brothers, Erik and Lyle.
In August 1989, 18 year-old Erik and his 21 year{mother, Lyle, shot and killed their father
and mother in their Beverly Hills home (Hubbard12] In their confession, the brothers
maintained that they had been sexually and psygiuatly abused for years. Although they
asserted that they killed because they were indetreir lives, some argued that their rage over
the alleged secret of incest is what led them ltdiKubbard, 2012). In stark contrast, the
prosecution argued that the abuse was a myth anortithers killed to inherit their parents’
estate valued at $14 million dollars (Heide, 2013dth men were convicted of two counts of

first degree murder and are serving life sentences.
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A more recent media story of multiple-victim paidie includes that of Nehemiah
Griego, a 15-year old boy from Albuguerque. Nelsmadmitted to police that on January 19,
2013 he shot and killed his mother, brother, anul disters, then waited for his father to come
home before shooting and killing him (DeLuca, 2018 then reloaded the two rifles, a .22
caliber and a semi-automatic, with the intentiom¥ing to another location where he could
shoot more people (DelLuca, 2013; Bryan & Claus?®4,3). Nehemiah was indicted on five
counts of first degree murder, three counts ofdcailuse (intentionally-caused), and three counts
of death of a child under 12 (firearm enhancem@t@B.com, 2013). Even though Nehemiah
is a minor, he is being charged as an adult unégr Mexico's Serious Youthful Offender
statute (KOAT.com, 2013).

Interest in parricide cases is due in part to ‘toalt views about family and a general
reluctance in modern society to place blame ordo#ril for norm-violating behavior” (Walsh &
Krienert, 2009, p. 313). Parricide incidents likese of the Menendez brothers and Nehemiah
Griego are of the rarest type of parricide, thosetvinclude multiple victims (Heide, 2013c).
The Menendez brothers’ case is classified as aldgaoricide, wherein both parents, whether
biological, step, or adoptive, are slain by théispring. The case of Nehemiah, however, is
classified as a familicide. Familicide is defiresl“the killing of more than one member of a
family by another family member,” where “the destran of the family unit appears to be the
goal” (Malmquist, 1980 p. 298).

Multiple-victim parricide is a rare occurrence. @€ parricide offenders arrested in the
United States during the period 1976-2007, onlg&d them were involved in the killing of
multiple victims (Heide, 2013c). The percentagstepparricide offenders involved in multiple

victim killings was even smaller (4.3%). Verylitis known about the phenomena of multiple-
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victim parricide. Previous analyses on parricigiich are highlighted below, have been
restricted primarily to single-victim, single-offéer incidents and clinical case reports.

This thesis is going to focus on multiple-victinrpade incidents involving a single
offender and multiple-victim parricide incidentwvatving multiple offenders. However, it will
explore all parricide incidents throughout therhteire in order to provide information on all
parricide types. Using 20 years of data from tBENational Incident-Based Reporting
System (NIBRS), analyses will be conducted to deitee characteristics of the victim(s),
offender(s), and incidents. The results of thesdyaes will be compared to prior research
which utilized data from the FBI's Supplementaryrikloide Reports (SHR). Furthermore,
limitations of this study will be addressed, andgestions/implications for future research will

be discussed.
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Chapter Two

LITERATURE REVIEW

This section explores the literature on singlatng¢single-offender parricide; multiple-
victim and/or multiple-offender parricide; doublargcide; and familicide in order to better
understand the dynamics of these phenomena. $ewapaical studies and clinical evaluations
are examined which provide limited information neljag the commonalities and differences
within parricide situations. Although juvenile aadult involvement in parricide and
stepparricide is not predictable, it is probably thost preventable form of intrafamilial
violence. There is not a common trait shared arsioparricide offenders that distinguishes
them from any other person. Most parricide inctdemre the result of an offender ending abuse
at the hands of their parent(s) or an offenderesuri§ from a mental illness. Some offspring kill
their parents due to antisocial motives. Thereaseglable resources for those who suffer from
abuse or mental illness, such as counseling oaplyebut help cannot be provided to those who
do not ask for it or who are not recognized as demgs. A better understanding of the
dynamics involved in these events is helped by exiagnthe strength and extent of prior
research.

A number of studies and evaluations are availablpaoricide incidents. The decision
was made to restrict studies to the U.S. becaws¥® 18., unlike many countries, has a national
data base of arrests for homicide. In additiomessd studies have used U.S. homicide arrest

data bases to analyze parricide cases. This stadylesigned to extend these research efforts.
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The literature reviewed below was categorized fatw parricide incident types: single-victim,
single-offender parricide; multiple-victim and/outtiple-offender parricide; double parricide;
and familicide.

Single-victim, single-offender parricide

Six publications have addressed single-victim, Ishodfender parricide incidents. All
six of these studies used the FBI's Supplementanyigide Reports (SHR) data (Heide, 1993b;
Heide, 1993c; Heide, 2013a; Heide, 2013b; Heid&320Walsh, Krienert, & Crowder, 2008).
Three of these studies explored the characteristisggle-victim, single-offender parricide and
stepparricide (Heide 1993b; Heide, 2013c; Walshemart, & Crowder, 2008). The remaining
three studies are included as additional infornmafitw type of weapon used in single-victim,
single-offender parricide (Heide, 1993c; Heide, 281Heide, 2013b). Approximately 84% of
all parricide and stepparricide offenders arresiathg the period of 1976 to 2007 were
involved in single-victim, single-offender parrieidhcidents (Heide, 2013c). A general
understanding of the correlates involved in singé#hm, single-offender parricides will allow
for comparisons with other parricide situations.

The FBI has compiled the Uniform Crime Reports (J@Rserve as a periodic
nationwide assessment of reported crimes. Eaah tygsinformation is reported in four types
of files: (1) Offenses Known and Clearances by stré) Property Stolen and Recovered, (3)
Supplementary Homicide Reports (SHR), and (4) Bdimployee (LEOKA) Data. Data are
provided monthly from participating law enforcemeagencies on a voluntary basis. The SHR
data set provides incident-level information omgnal homicides including location,
circumstances, and method of offense, as well asdeaphic characteristics of victims and

offenders and the relationship between the twot@dinbtates Department of Justice, 2009).
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Data from the FBI's Supplementary Homicide Rep{8idR) links the victim-offender
relationship to the first victim killed. For exalapin multiple-victim incidents, the relationships
of subsequent victims to the offender are not codeglilting in an unknown number of possible
parents, stepparents, or others slain. Accordjmgbst analyses using SHR data have been
limited to single-victim, single-offender incidents

Heide (1993b; 1993c) utilized the FBI's SHR foe thO-year period 1977-1986 to
explore single-victim, single-offender (SVSO) peaidte incidents. Analyses of single-victim,
single-offender homicides from 1977 to 1986 invdl\#856 offenders and victims. Of these
2,856 victims; 1,368 were fathers, 887 were motHs88 were stepfathers, and 54 were
stepmothers of the offenders.

Using the FBI's SHR for the 28-year period 1976-208/alsh, Krienert, and Crowder
(2008) examined parricide cases involving one maihd one offender (i.e., single-victim,
single-offender parricide). Their sample was ret&d to include only those offenders aged 21
or younger (N=2,599). The results of their analyBbwever, presented similar victim and
offender characteristics to those of Heide’s (1993b

Heide (2013a; 2013b; 2013c) analyzed data fronFBies SHR for the 32-year period
1976-2007 in order to provide information on offerlinvolved in parricide and stepparricide.
Heide examined patricide, matricide, steppatricada stepmatricide separately and reported a
synopsis of offenders arrested in these typesoidemts between 1976 and 2007. During the
period of 1976 to 2007, there were an estimatedoffé®ders arrested per year for killing their
fathers, an estimated 113 offenders were arregteggar for killing their mothers, an estimated
50 offenders were arrested per year for killingrtegepfathers, and an estimated seven offenders

were arrested per year for killing their stepmasher
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Two tables were created to better display Heidedirigs. Details of SHR data
pertaining to gender, age, and race of offendefslwed in single-victim, single-offender
parricides from Heide (1993b) and Heide (2013c)saramarized in Table 1. Details of SHR
data pertaining to age and race of victims killedingle-victim, single-offender parricides from
Heide (1993b) and Heide (2013c) are summarizedlner2.

Gender of the offender

Consistent throughout the literature, sons andsstepwere more likely to commit
parricide and stepparricide than their female cenpatrts. Heide (1993b) noted that 85-87% of
parricide and stepparricide incidents involved denodfender, respectively. Walsh, Krienert,
and Crowder (2008) reported males were more frequenpetrators of parricide, outnumbering
females nearly 7:1. Consistent with her prior gfidkeide (2013c) found offenders arrested for
the killing of fathers, mothers, stepfathers, ategpsothers in the United States during the period
1976-2007 were predominantly male (87%, 83%, 85%,86%, respectively).

Age of the offender

The average age of parricide and stepparricidendéfies was between 23 and 32 years of
age. Offenders who killed their stepparents, haxgended to be younger than those offenders
who killed their biological parents. Heide (1993bynd that offenders who killed their fathers
averaged 24 years old, offenders who killed theathmars averaged 30 years old, offenders who
killed their stepfathers averaged 23 years old,adfehders who killed their stepmothers
averaged 26 years old.

In their study of juvenile and young adult parreioffenders, Walsh, Krienert, and
Crowder (2008) indicated that males who killed timothers peaked in the late adolescent age

category (18 to 21 years old) whereas their feroaimterparts peaked in the mid-adolescent age
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Table 1. Single-victim, single-offender parricide $VSO) — offender data — comparison of
Heide (1993b) and Heide (2013c)

Mothers Fathers Stepmothers  Stepfathers
Age 1977-1986 (N=884) (N=1,358) (N=54) (N=562)
Mean 30.2 24.3 25.6 23
Range 9-68 9-67 12-60 11-72
Age 1976-2007 (N=2,943) (N=3,666) (N=153) (N=1,354)
Mean 32 26 25 23
Range 8-83 7-68 12-81 8-58
Sex1977-1986 (N=887) (N=1,368) (N=54) (N=562)
Female 14% 13% 15% 13%
Male 86% 87% 85% 87%
Sex1976-2007 (N=2,993) (N=3,708) (N=153) (N=1,362)
Female 17% 13% 14% 17%
Male 83% 87% 86% 83%
Racel977-1986 (N=885) (N=1,364) (N=54) (N=560)
White 73% 65% 67% 60%
Black 25% 33% 30% 39%
Oriental 1% 1% 2% 1%
Indian 0% 1% 2% 1%
Racel976-2007 (N=2,967) (N=3,686) (N=151) (N=1,357)
White 72% 67% 76% 60%
Black 26% 32% 22% 38%
Asian/Pacific Islander 1% 1% 1% 1%
American Indian/ Alaskan | 1% 1% 1% 1%
Native

category (14 to 17 years old). Both male (48%) fandale (54%) patricide offenders peaked in

the mid-adolescent age category.

Using SHR data for the time period 1976-2007, H¢&DH 3c) reported that patricide

offenders in single-victim, single-offender incidemaveraged 26 years old, matricide offenders
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averaged 32 years old, steppatricide offendersageelr23 years of age, and stepmatricide
offenders averaged 25 years of age.
Race of the offender

Throughout the literature, parricide offenders waiae likely to be white males. Heide
(1993b) provided a synopsis of characteristicsasfipide offenders from 1977-1986. The racial
composition of parricide offenders was approximaga-99% white or black; approximately 60-
73% of offenders were white. Less than 2% of pate offenders were Asian/Pacific Islander
or American Indian/Alaskan Native. Values for eaplecific victim type are shown in Table 1.

Walsh, Krienert, and Crowder (2008) noted the tamaposition of parricide offenders
by gender of the offender. Female offenders wppgaimately 98-99% white or black;
approximately 62-71% of female offenders were whltess than 2% of female parricide
offenders were categorized as a race other thate whblack. Male offenders were
approximately 97-98% white or black; approximat@8¢72% of male offenders were white.
Less than 3% of male parricide offenders were cateed as a race other than white or black.
Racial compositions were not reported for steppmiei offenders.

Heide (2013c) stated that the racial compositibparricide offenders was nearly
identical to that of parricide victims given theiological ties. The racial composition of
offenders reported by Heide (2013c) was consistéhther 1993 study. Parricide offenders
were approximately 98-99% white or black; approxeha60-72% of offenders were white.
Less than 2% of parricide offenders were Asianfitalslander or American Indian/Alaskan

Native. Exact values are depicted in Table 1.
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Age of the victim

While the mean age of parricide victims varies adcw to the data analyzed, it can be
noted that victims of parricide are typically midedged. Heide (1993b) found the mean ages of
parents and stepparents slain were 54 (fathergmbghers), 46 (stepfathers), and 50
(stepmothers), respectively. Walsh, Krienert, @nowder (2008) found the mean age of
biological fathers and mothers slain was 46 anditban age of stepfathers and stepmothers
slain was 42, respectively. The lower mean ageduaso the truncated nature of the victims’
ages. Consistent with the 1993b study, Heide (@Pd&ported the mean ages of parricide and
stepparricide victims were 56 (fathers), 60 (mathet7 (stepfathers), and 50 (stepmothers),
respectively.

Race of the victim

White victims were more prevalent than any otlaeral group in all of the studies
reviewed. Heide found that most of the cases weaVictims who were white or black and
therefore concentrated on those two primary ra@tgories. Heide’s (1993b) results
demonstrated that of parent and stepparents kalgohoximately 59-74% of the victims were
white and approximately 25-39% of the victims wielack. Values for each specific victim type
are shown in Table 2.

Walsh and colleagues (2008) reported the combiaedlrcompositions of patricide and
steppatricide, and matricide and stepmatricidamgbetween 1976 and 2003. Patricide and
steppatricide victims were 65% white and 33% blat&tricide and stepmatricide victims were
73% white and 24% black.

Heide (2013c) estimated percentages for race léfat mothers, stepfathers, and

stepmothers killed in single-victim, single-offemaecidents in the United States during the

10
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Table 2. Single-victim, single-offender parricide $VSO) — victim data — comparison of
Heide (1993b) and Heide (2013c)

period 1976-2007. Consistent with prior studiggraximately 98-99% of parricide victims

Mothers Fathers Stepmothers  Stepfathers

Age 1977-1986 (N=882) (N=1,361) (N=54) (N=560)

Mean 58 53.7 50.3 46.4

Range 30-94 31-95 23-84 20-84
Age 1976-2007 (N=2,943) (N=3,666) (N=153) (N=1,354)

Mean 60 56 50 47

Range 30-99 30-99 23-91 20-89
Racel977-1986 (N=886) (N=1,365) (N=54) (N=561)

White 74% 65% 72% 59%

Black 25% 36% 26% 39%

Oriental 1% 1% 1%

Indian 0% 1% 2% 1%
Racel976-2007 (N=2,967) (N=3,686) (N=151) (N=1,357)

White 72% 67% 76% 60%

Black 26% 32% 23% 38%
Asian/Pacific Islander 1% 1% 1% 1%
American Indian/ Alaskan | 0.4% 1% 1% 1%
Native

were either white or black. The estimated perggntd parricide victims who were white was

60-76% and the estimated percentage of parricicteng who were black was 23-38%. Exact

values are depicted in Table 2.

Types of weapons used

Heide (1993c) used the FBI's SHR for the 10-yeaiopkel977-1986 to explore single-

victim, single-offender parricide incidents and lgmad the types of weapons most commonly
used in the killing of parents and stepparentst fiddings indicated that four types of weapons

predominated in parricide and stepparricide indislelThe weapon types were: firearms, knives

11
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or cutting instruments, blunt instruments (hammeltd)s, etc.) or personal weapons (beating by
hands, feet, etc. or use of teeth).

Victims of patricide were significantly more liketiian victims of matricide to be killed
by firearms (65% vs. 39%). Matricide victims weargnificantly more likely than their male
counterparts to be killed by knives or cutting instents (29% vs. 20%), blunt objects (12% vs.
7%), and personal weapons (11% vs. 5%). When cadpaith stepfathers, the percentage of
stepmothers killed with firearms was lower, althlbumt significant (50% vs. 66%).

Walsh, Krienert, and Crowder (2008) examined wedagpas most commonly used in
parricide and stepparricide incidents for theitradatheir findings indicated that a firearm was
predominately used by both male (67%) and femd@ojcoffenders in the slaying of a parent or
stepparent. Female offenders, however, were signily more likely to use a knife compared
to male offenders (33% vs. 20%). Male patriciderders were significantly more likely than
female patricide offenders to use a firearm (73%6186) and female patricide offenders were
significantly more likely than their male countergato use a knife (35% vs. 17%). No
significant differences were found among male amddle offenders for weapon type used in
matricide incidents. They did not report the pnefd weapon type for male or female
stepparricide offenders.

Heide (2013a; 2013b; 2013c) analyzed data to daterthe type of weapon used in
parricide incidents with respect to fathers angfstbers, and mothers and stepmothers during a
more recent 32 year period. Approximately 60%atfipide offenders used a firearm when
killing their fathers. A knife/cutting instrumentas used in approximately 22% of the incidents.
The remaining weapons used were blunt objectsppalsveapons, or other (fire, strangulation,

asphyxiation, poison); with other weapons use@#s than 3% of patricide incidents. Offenders
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who killed their stepfather were slightly more lIikéo use firearms (62% vs. 60%) or a
knife/cutting instrument (25% vs. 22%) than thofferalers who killed their fathers.
Steppatricide offenders were less likely than pate offenders to use a blunt object, personal
weapons, or other means (13% vs. 18%) (Heide, 2H8&ide, 2013c). Matricide offenders
used a firearm (37%) or knife/cutting instrumer%@ in more than 60% of the incidents. The
remaining 38% of matricide offenders used divers¢hods when killing their mother, such as
blunt objects, personal weapons, or other meares firangulation, asphyxiation, poison).
Stepmatricide offenders were more likely than noate offenders to use a firearm (49% vs.
37%) in the incident and less likely to use a Kieifiéting instrument or other methods (Heide,
2013a).
Types of weapons used and age of the offender

When weapon type was examined with regard to teeo&the offender, Heide (1993c)
found that juvenile parricide offenders were sigrihtly more likely than adult parricide
offenders to use a firearm. In patricide incidentisre than four out of five juvenile offenders
used a firearm compared to three out of five adlfiéinders. Firearms were significantly more
likely to be used by juvenile matricide offenddrart their adult counterparts (65% vs. 34%).
Three out of four juvenile offenders, comparedii@e out of five adult offenders, used a firearm
in the slaying of their stepfathers. Juvenile odffers were significantly less likely than adult
offenders to use knives, blunt objects, and petssaapons to kill their fathers (16% vs. 37%),
mothers (30% vs. 56%), and stepfathers (22% vs.)3M6 significant differences were found
between juvenile and adult offenders for weapome typed in stepmatricide incidents.

Heide (2013b; 2013c) analyzed 32 years of data tre#Bl's SHR for the period 1976-

2007. One study compared matricide with stepmdgjavhile the other study compared
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patricide with steppatricide. Heide noted thatéhsere important age differences found in
weapon selection. Juvenile matricide offendengefuile patricide offenders, and juvenile
steppatricide offenders were significantly morehkto use firearms, relative to their adult
counterparts (60% vs. 33%; 79% vs. 54%; and 72%8%, respectively). Adult matricide
offenders, compared to juvenile matricide offendessre significantly more likely to use knives
(30% vs. 23%) or other weapons (36% vs. 17%). Bofricide offenders, compared to
juvenile patricide offenders, were significantly radikely to use knives (24% vs. 14%) or other
weapons (22% vs. 6%). Adult steppatricide offeadeompared to juvenile steppatricide
offenders, were significantly more likely to usavas (27% vs. 22%) and other weapons (16%
vS. 6%).

Weapon choice did not differ significantly by oftear age among stepmatricide
offenders. For stepmatricide, however, there waigrficant difference in weapon choice
among male and female offenders. Stepdaughtesrs sigmificantly more likely to use knives
than stepsons (45% vs. 21%). Stepsons were signify more likely than their female
counterparts to use guns (50% vs. 45%) or othehadst(29% vs. 10%).

Multiple-victim and/or multiple-offender parricide

Three studies examined multiple-victim and/or nplétioffender parricide incidents. All
three of the studies used the FBI's Supplementanyicide Reports (SHR) data (Heide, 1993a;
Heide & Petee, 2007a; and Heide, 2013c). Thesaestedplored the characteristics of multiple-
victim and/or multiple-offender parricide and stapjcide. Approximately 8.8% of all parricide
incidents and 13.9% of all stepparricide incidehtg occur are multiple-offender parricides.
Multiple-victim parricides comprise about 7.8% dffarricide incidents and 4.3% of all

stepparricide incidents (Heide, 2013c).
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Heide (1993a) drew data from the FBI's SHR for 18eyear period 1977-1986 to
explore the involvement of juvenile and adult offers in multiple-victim and/or multiple-
offender situations wherein at least one victim &agmrent or stepparent. Her analysis included
the total number of parricide cases for each othhee situation types (e.g., single-victim,
multiple-offender; multiple-victim, single-offendeaind multiple-victim, multiple-offender). She
then noted the total number of cases for eachtgtutype that involved a juvenile offender,
with at least one of the offenders being a chilthefvictim’s.

For single-victim, multiple-offender situationsgthotal number of parents and/or
stepparents slain were 79 fathers, 40 motherstepfashers, and 14 stepmothers, respectively.
Of these, approximately 57% of fathers, 48% of rath30% of stepfathers, and 7% of
stepmothers were slain by a juvenile. For multptdim, single-offender situations, the total
number of parents and/or stepparents slain wefatB@rs, 111 mothers, nine stepfathers, and 13
stepmothers, respectively. Of these, approxim&édp of fathers, 14% of mothers, 44% of
stepfathers, and 38% of stepmothers were slainjboyemile. Multiple-victim, multiple-offender
parricides were extremely rare, comprising apprately 3% of the parricide incidents in this
study. Only three fathers, nine mothers, and osgfather were slain in this type of situation.
Juvenile offenders were involved in one incidenevdin a father was slain and three incidents
with mothers as victims.

Heide noted that these numbers are under représerméactual parricide incidents due
to possible miscoding of the data. For exampleases where there are multiple victims, some
of the relationships of the victims to the offen@dgwere unknown. In other words, the

relationship of only one victim would be reported.
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Heide and Petee (2007) utilized the FBI's SHR e 24-year period 1976-1999 to
examine characteristics involved in all types afrjgade cases as well as to see if patterns found
in Heide’s (1993b) single-victim, single-offenderadysis would be similar to those parricide
incidents involving multiple victims and/or multgbffenders. Their database contained four
types of parricide incidents: (1) single-victimmgle-offender; (2) multiple-victim, single-
offender; (3) single-victim, multiple-offender; afd) multiple-victim, multiple-offender. The
final sample consisted of 5,781 parricide victims &,558 parricide offenders. They included
only biological fathers and mothers as victimsheit analysis; however, they noted it was
possible that in some multiple-offender situatiahg, offenders were not the biological children.

Their analysis of the victim-based dataset showati86% of the fathers and mothers
killed were in single-victim, single-offender sitiens. The remaining 834 cases involved
victims killed in multiple-victim situations. Angting the offender-based dataset showed that
92% of offenders killed parents in single-victirngle-offender situations. The remaining 446
cases involved multiple-offender situations.

Heide (2013c) used data from the FBI's SHR for3Beyear period 1976-2007 and
estimated the number of male and female offende@ved in multiple-offender
parricide/stepparricide situations and multipletimicparricide/stepparricide situations.
Approximately 9% of parricide offenders were areesfor involvement in multiple-offender
parricide situations from 1976 to 2007. There wi§@ male offenders involved in multiple-
offender parricide incidents, 197 male offendex®ined in multiple-offender stepparricide
incidents, 234 female offenders involved in multholffender parricides, and 51 female

offenders involved in multiple-offender stepparmlies.
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Less than 8% of parricide offenders were arrestethizolvement in multiple-victim
parricide situations from 1976 to 2007. There w8 male offenders involved in multiple-
victim parricide incidents, 74 male offenders inxaad in multiple-victim stepparricide incidents,
respectively, 71 female offenders involved in npléivictim parricides, and five female
offenders involved in multiple-victim stepparricgleespectively.

Heide provided a synopsis of offenders arrestediftang parents and stepparents
between 1976 and 2007. Perusal of these datastsggene gender differences, particularly
when it comes to gender in multiple offender incitde There were an estimated 248 parricide
incidents and 58 stepparricide incidents per ydale offenders represented 85% of the sample
for both incident types. Adult offenders were 86%le and juvenile offenders were 81% and
84% male, respectively.

Multiple-offender parricide incidents were estinthtd 22 per year, whereas multiple-
offender stepparricide incidents were estimatazhéat eight per year. Male offenders were
arrested in 67% of multiple-offender parricides &8&o of multiple-offender stepparricides.
Juveniles were significantly more likely to be itwed in multiple-offender parricide incidents
than adults (18% vs. 7%), but had about the sarm@vement as their adult counterparts in
multiple-offender stepparricide incidents (13% 14%, not significant). Compared with adult
males, female adult involvement was significaniyhler in multiple-offender parricide incidents
(14% vs. 5%) and multiple-offender stepparricidadents (21% vs. 13%). Relative to their
male counterparts, there was also a significangidr percentage of female juvenile
involvement in multiple-offender parricide incider{86% vs. 14%) and multiple-offender

stepparricide incidents (21% vs. 13%).
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Further analyses of these incidents provided in&tion for multiple-offender patricides,
multiple-offender matricides, multiple-offender gpatricides, and multiple-offender
stepmatricides. There were an estimated 12 medoffender patricide incidents per year.
Males were the offenders in 71% of these incidedts/enile offenders were significantly more
likely than adult offenders to be involved in mplé-offender patricides (16% vs. 7%). A
significantly higher percentage of female juvenilee involved in multiple-offender patricides
than male juveniles (30% vs. 13%). Female adulblrement in multiple-offender patricides
was also significantly higher than their male ceuparts (16% vs. 6%).

There were an estimated 10 multiple-offender migiancidents per year. Males were
the offenders in 62% of these incidents. Juvesfiilenders were significantly more likely than
adult offenders to be involved in multiple-offenaeatricides (22% vs. 6%). A significantly
higher percentage of female juveniles were invoiweshultiple-offender matricides than male
juveniles (44% vs. 16%). Female adult involvememhultiple-offender matricides was also
significantly higher than their male counterpaft3% vs. 5%).

There were an estimated seven multiple-offendgpstieicide incidents per year. Males
were the offenders in 79% of these incidents. dilweffenders’ involvement in multiple-
offender steppatricides was equivalent to adulblvement in multiple-offender steppatricide
(both at 14%). Although a higher percentage ofdienjuveniles were involved in multiple-
offender steppatricides than male juveniles (18%1.8%6), these results were not statistically
significant. Female adult involvement in multimlfender steppatricide, in contrast, was
significantly higher than their male counterpa@8% vs. 13%).

There was an estimated one multiple-offender stéqeide incident per year. Males

were the offenders in 73% of these incidents. &ltdh juvenile offenders were more likely than
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adult offenders to be involved in multiple-offendgepmatricide (16 vs. 12%), these results were
not statistically significant. A significantly Higr percentage of female juveniles, however, were
involved in multiple-offender stepmatricides thaalenjuveniles (33% vs. 7%). Female adult
involvement in multiple-offender stepmatricide haligh higher than their male counterparts
(22% vs. 15%), was not statistically significant.

Multiple-victim parricide incidents were estimatatd20 per year, whereas multiple-
victim stepparricide incidents were estimated dy two to three per year. Males represented
88-94% of offenders for both incident types. Adpdtricide and stepparricide offenders were
89% and 96% male, respectively; the percentagalisons of juvenile offenders were 86%
and 88% male, respectively.

Further analyses of these incidents provided in&tion for multiple-victim patricides,
multiple-victim matricides, multiple-victim steppatides, and multiple-victim stepmatricides.
There were an estimated eight multiple-victim made incidents per year. Males were the
offenders in 88% of these incidents. Of the juleenffenders involved in multiple-victim
patricides, 85% were male. Their adult countegarre comprised of 89% male offenders.

There were an estimated 10 multiple-victim matedidcidents per year. Males were the
offenders in 89% of these incidents. Of the juleenffenders involved in multiple-victim
matricides, 86% were male. Their adult countegpadre comprised of 89% male offenders.

There was an estimated one multiple-victim steppdé incident per year. Males were
the offenders in 93% of these incidents. Of theeqile offenders involved in multiple-victim

steppatricides, 86% were male. Their adult copates were comprised of 97% male offenders.
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There was an estimated one multiple-victim stepicidé incident per year. Males were
the offenders in 94% of these incidents. Of theeqile offenders involved in multiple-victim
stepmatricide, 92% were male. Their adult coursteéspivere comprised of 96% male offenders.

In summary, adult males were the typical offerateested for involvement in multiple-
offender and multiple-victim parricide and steppade incidents; however, female offenders
were significantly more likely to be involved in fitiple-offender parricide and stepparricide
incidents. Adult male involvement in multiple-vitt parricide and stepparricide was even
higher than their involvement in single-victim paide and stepparricide. A higher percentage
of juveniles than of adults were involved in mukioffender parricide incidents, but juvenile
and adult involvement in multiple-offender steppade incidents was about the same.

Double parricide

Double parricides are very rare. The literaturermse types of cases is scant and
consists mostly of case studies. Several clirdaak studies involving double parricides report
severely mentally ill, psychotic, and schizophreawlt offenders (Chamberlain, 1986; Heide,
2013c; Maas et al., 1984; and Weisman, EhrencloBh&ma, 2002). Juvenile involvement in
double parricide is even rarer and only a few caperts exist in the literature (Heide, 2013c and
Reinhardt, 1970). These parricide offenders arenadepicted as “severely abused, seriously
depressed, and pushed beyond their limits of endaigHeide, 2013c, p. 66).

Heide (2013c) noted that almost all double paresidiere committed by sons. She
reviewed the literature on female-perpetrated dophlricide and noted that it is extremely rare
among both juvenile and adult offender populatioBke found only two cases of female
perpetrated double parricide: one by a juvenile@melby an adult. She cited Chamberlain

(1986), who discussed a case wherein a 20-yeashaltland killed both of her parents. The
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young woman then cut both of her parents’ wrists thimoats to make sure that they were dead.
Although she had been previously diagnosed as@ghienic, Chamberlain believed that she
suffered from bipolar disorder and committed thedheus during a manic episode. She was
found not guilty by reason of insanity and remaihedpitalized.

Heide cited Reinhardt (1970), who presented the 0d46-year-old Caron. Caron shot
and killed her mother and stepfather with a shotgithey lay sleeping. Caron was physically
and emotionally neglected by her parents as wglsgshologically and physically abused by
them. Being responsible for her younger siblir@sron felt that they should no longer endure
living with their parents and that her siblings wbhbe better off without their mother and father.
After the killings, Caron felt relief. Althoughéhjudge recognized the extenuating factors in
Caron’s case, he sentenced her to 30 years imposcause he believed the punishment would
deter other youths in similar situations.

The following four studies of double parricide iw® more than one case wherein the
offender(s) killed at least one parent and onergtleeson. The dynamics surrounding each case
are unique. These studies provide insight intqothesible factors associated with double
parricide.

Maas et. al. (1984) examined two male paranoi@ephrenic patients who shot both of
their parents. The first patient, dubbed Mr. Asv28 years old and had been continuously
hospitalized for delusions, paranoia, and hallucamg since age 19. He shot both parents with a
hunting rifle, first his father and then his moth&/hen he was apprehended, he explained that
“his house had been the target of an attack byrgovent forces and that his parents had been
wounded and were undergoing ‘gangrene surgeryhatreer city” (p.287). He was hospitalized

shortly after the shootings and found not guiltyled murders by reason of insanity.
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The second patient, Mr. B, was 35 years old. Hetbabout a book he supposedly had
written in the fourth grade and referred to himsalf‘the Devil” on one occasion. He also
believed the solar system was putting energy irgdbdy. He became agitated when his
parents did not give him the book he believed reevatten. After killing his fourth grade
teacher’s dog and threatening the teacher, henedurome and shot his father and then his
mother. He then covered the bodies in gasolinagmted them. Next, he threatened his older
sister who lived next door, then drove to the poBtation and turned himself in where he stated
that he had “killed two devils” and referred to lsiif as Jesus Christ. He was hospitalized and
found not guilty by reason of insanity (p.288).

Weisman, Ehrenclou, and Sharma (2002) examine@rladult double parricide
offenders based on cases drawn from the Southdifior@e Superior Court psychiatry and
psychology expert witness panels between the yder878 and 1999. Ten of the offenders
were white, one was Mexican-American, and theirmesge was 25 years old. In one of the
cases, both parents were severely stabbed, btdttier survived. This type of incident is
considered an attempted double parricide; althauwnghvictim survived, the offender intended
on killing both parents. None of the offendersexignced childhood abuse. Almost half of the
sample was diagnosed with schizophrenia priorecffense, thirty-six percent had violent
criminal histories, and eighteen percent had atysif substance abuse or dependence.

Heide (2013c) discussed four cases of youths villemllor attempted to kill both parents
in Understanding Parricide: When Sons and DaughtetsRérents The first case involved
Terry Adams (pseudonym). Terry and his two oldstess were physically and emotionally
abused by both of their parents. When his sistenged out, Terry became the sole target of the

abuse. Atthe age of 16, he planned to run away agter telling his father of his plans, his
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father hit him. After being pushed and fallingarthe closet where guns were kept, Terry
grabbed a .22 caliber rifle and shot his fatheis rHother sat up in bed and Terry then shot her
as well. He told Heide that he did not remembéunally shooting his parents and that the
situation was “like a dream” (p.10). Terry was e with two counts of first-degree murder,
and subsequently pled guilty to two counts of sdedegree murder. Terry, who fit Heide’s
profile of a “severely abused” parricide offenddrankills out of desperation or terror, was
sentenced to life imprisonment (p.10).

Heide (2013c) discussed her evaluation of anotbaebl@ parricide offender. James Holt
(pseudonym), a 16 year old, was accused of shobtshgarents multiple times while they slept.
James denied that he had killed his parents. Befloe had died, his mother, however, wrote a
note stating to police that James was responsibléné shootings. Although it was determined
that James was mentally ill, he was prosecutech @aslalt since there were no treatment facilities
in the juvenile system appropriate for him. He wasvicted of two counts of first-degree
murder and sentenced to two consecutive life seateplus 16 years. The judge ordered at
sentencing that James was to receive intensivenpfiyerapeutic treatment while confined.
Heide classified James as a “severely mentallyfiiénder because evidence suggested that he
likely killed his parents as the result of a psyahbreak or dissociative episode (p.255).

Daniel Culbreath (pseudonym), a third case, wage2®s old when he shot his parents.
He told Heide during her clinical evaluation thatbremembered arguing with his father and then
the next thing he remembered was that he tookeafrdm their bathroom closet, opened the
door, and shot his father. He recalled shootisdgdther twice because he “didn’t think he was
dead,” then turned around and shot his mother §).2Me disposed of the gun, went to his

friend’s house, and told his friends of the killngOn his way home the next day, he said he
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hoped the murders had never happened, but wheawha sbadblock, he knew someone had
found their bodies. Daniel was charged with twards of first-degree murder. Shortly after his
arrest, he had a mental breakdown and was hogpilaliTwo months later, he was transferred
back to jail. Heide classified Daniel as a “daogety antisocial” parricide offender; “although
he maintained that he did not intend his parergatlas [...], he did acknowledge repeatedly
thinking about killing them” (Heide, 2013c, p.28Maniel related that he repeatedly fantasized
about killing people and derived enjoyment frontdssions with others that involved killing.
The fourth parricide offender evaluated by Heid@l@) was Ben Simpson
(pseudonym). Ben, age 18, called 911 advisinglibgatcher that his parents had been shot. He
said that he did not know who shot them. A fewutes later another call was made to 911, this
time by Mrs. Simpson, who told the dispatcher gta and her husband had been shot by their
son, Ben. Mr. and Mrs. Simpson were both still@livhen police arrived at their home. They
were then transported to a local hospital. Mr.&an died within a few days, but Mrs. Simpson
survived in spite of being critically wounded. IeaVing his arrest, Ben told police that he had
an argument with his parents the day before thetstgs. While his parents were asleep, Ben
went to his bedroom and retrieved his shotgun,ddat then went to his parents’ bedroom
apparently with the intent of killing them. Aftéring a few shots, he called 911, and left. Ben
did not fit into one of the three types of parreioffenders posited by Heide (1992). Instead he
appeared to represent a previously unrecognizezdldf/parricide offender, “the enraged
parricide offender” (p.313). “Fear to the pointpanic” and “anger to the point of rage,”
generated by his parents insisting that he facedhsequence of his actions, when combined
with his low-maturity level, and ingestion of Xanard alcohol, resulted in the “perfect storm”

that led to his homicidal behavior (Heide, 20138183).
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Based on the prior literature, it is clear thaieassent is critical as there is no single
factor or pathway that leads a son or daughteng@age in double parricide. While the literature
suggests that the majority of adult double pard@éffenders tend to suffer from a major mental
illness, this factor is not always the case, asa# been demonstrated. Consistent with literature
on juvenile involvement in single-victim parricideyenile-perpetrated double parricides often
seem to involve a youth who kills as a means tongndeglect and abuse from their parents.
Female-perpetrated double parricide is very rackitais more likely that they will have a male
associate (Weisman, Ehrenclou, & Sharma, 2002).

Familicide

Malmquist (1980) classified familicide as a tyger@ass murder, wherein a number of
victims are killed in a short period of time by gmerson. He noted that while psychiatrists can
offer explanations for intrafamilial violent behavs, not all familicide offenders will bear the
same diagnosis. Only a few studies discuss fa@jche majority of which are over 30 years
old, which speaks to the rarity of this event (Mainst, 1980; McCully, 1978; Post, 1982,
Heide, 2013c).

McCully (1978) studied an 18 year old who killad mother, 4 year old half-brother,
and stepfather. The night before Thanksgivingsha his stepfather and half-brother as they sat
watching television, then shot his mother as sineecaut of the bathroom. He shot his half-
brother twice, his stepfather twice, and his mothertimes in the head. He held the gun up to
his own head, but did not pull the trigger. Thg beported that following the killings, he heard
the “laugh of Satan” and had “the most peacefusitfuénight of my life” (p.83). The next day
he went to his grandmother’s house as plannedhanRsgiving dinner and wondered with her

why the rest of the family had not shown up. Labat day, the police found the bodies. He was
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judged guilty of the murders and sent to a psydbigrison hospital. Based on his examination
of the youth, McCully suggested that while he wasautwardly psychotic, he suffered
“borderline schizophrenia with a sociopathic untterture” (p.84). McCully also noted that he
did not believe the youth to be suffering any hahations at the time of the shootings. He did,
however, seem excited when he looked at “superalagwil imagery” and appeared to identify
with and felt empowered by them (p.83).

Malmquist (1980) reported material from eight nplé homicide cases, wherein three
cases involved sons as the perpetrators. Thesensaye aged 14, 18, and 21, respectively. The
14 year old suffered from severe depression baliégvdave resulted from the boy’s encounters
with his father. Instead of committing suicidegifimassive eruption of violence,” he shot and
killed his father, mother, and one brother (p.30Ryvo of his other brothers survived. The 18
year old believed he was a failure for not meelirsgparents’ demands. He killed his father,
mother, and sister. The 21 year old suffered fpamanoia. He beat his father, mother, and
brother to death with a baseball bat and then daowend aimlessly seeking to “piece things
together” (p.302).

Post (1982) described a familicide committed lylayear old, Paul. Paul indicated that
his father was physically abusive to him and hisesesiblings, but especially towards him. Paul
said he was afraid of his father and had thoughtiofing away or committing suicide to escape
him. One of Paul’s brothers had left home, ansl ¢lvient upset him as it was his favorite
brother. Paul’s father put a sign on Paul's bedramor that read “Animal Den” (p.447). One
night, Paul shot and killed his father, mother, and of his brothers. He was charged with three
counts of first-degree murder. He was also chavg#dtwo counts of felonious assault on two

of his other brothers who were shot and injured.
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Heide (2013c) described a case of two brothe@n@yn and Derek Hillsboro
(pseudonyms), who along with their cousin stabbetildudgeoned to death their father, mother,
and 11 year old brother. Brandon, 15, and Derékhad a history of conduct disorder, and at
the time of the murders were actively involved iskanhead group. Their parents were
inconsistent with setting boundaries and imposisgigline. When Mr. and Mrs. Hillsboro tried
to discipline the boys or tried to exert controky fought back. There were no records
indicating that either of the Hillsboro boys suéfdrfrom psychosis or any type of neurological
impairment. The murders occurred when the boysdhibat their parents were “investigating
available channels to hospitalize them” (p.42).

Derek and Brandon murdered their parents for freedbleide questioned why, if they
were angry with their parents, would they also ti#ir younger brother? She noted that Derek
had told police that Brandon directed the killingreeir younger brother, but Brandon denied
being the leader. Some records indicated thabalys enjoyed destroying things, inflicting pain,
and scaring others. There was also evidenceltbatdunger boy was afraid of his brothers.
Based on these facts, Heide questioned whethetdo&ypleasure in terrorizing their younger
brother.

As evidenced by previous studies, the act of fiardg cannot be predicted. There is no
single motivational dynamic present among perpeatsadf familicide that allows us an
explanation as to why this occurs; it can be tisalteof explosive violent behavior, psychotic
mentation, a means to ending long-standing abusedestructive act to achieve a selfish goal.
All of the literature that exists on familicide iolves male offenders; there are no known cases

of daughters committing familicide (Heide, 2013c).
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Chapter Three
METHODS

Data

Data for this study were drawn from the FederaleBurof Investigation’s (FBI) National
Incident-Based Reporting System (NIBRS), which et of the Uniform Crime Reports
(UCR) program. Participating local, state, ancefatllaw enforcement agencies collect data on
each single crime occurrence, and NIBRS receivesetdata from these agencies’ automated
records systems. NIBRS produces more detaileccamglete data than the other summary
reporting systems. NIBRS collects offense infoiiorabn 48 crimes known as Group A
offenses, compared to the summary reporting sy#itabcollects offense information on eight
crimes known as Part | offenses (FBI, 2009). lngbhmmary reporting system, the “Hierarchy
Rule” is used for multiple offense reporting (i.i€ 9ne offender commits more than one crime at
any instant, only the “highest” crime is reportetIBRS, however, reports each crime as an
offense within the same incident (FBI, 2009).

The most current data available indicated thatf 2007, 6,444 law enforcement
agencies contributed NIBRS data to the UCR progrBaita from those agencies are
representative of 25% of the U.S. population arfh 2% the crime statistics collected by the
UCR system (FBI, 2009). The FBI has certified &ltesUCR programs for NIBRS participation

(FBI, 2009).
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As previously noted, data from the FBI's SuppleragntHomicide Reports (SHR) links
the victim-offender relationship only to the fiksttim killed. Since NIBRS data are coded to
include every offense at every incident, this peobls eliminated. In other words, if a NIBRS
incident reports three slain victims, the relatlupsof the victim to the offender will be known
for each of the victims and not just the first inckilled as with the SHR. These data were
available for up to three offenders; if an incidemolved four offenders, data were only
available for the first three offenders.

Dataset construction

For this study, 20 consecutive years of NIBRS data were merged in order to examine
single-victim parricide, double parricide, and faomle incidents (1991-2010). This procedure
was done in SPSS using NIBRS Extract Files for ed¢he 20 years. The merging of these
data sets yielded 56,641,941 incidents — this nummicudes any reported incidents during those
20 years. A count variable was created in ordéitey the incidents to only include incidents
coded as homicide/non-negligent manslaughter. fituisess yielded a sample size of N=34,760
incidents.

Two variables were then created to determine ifvibm was a parent or stepparent.
Frequencies were run on these two variables tordete the number of parents and stepparents
killed during the 20 year period. This procesdded a sample size of N=664 incidents wherein
at least one parent was slain, and a sample siXe38 incidents wherein at least one
stepparent was slain.

Four separate datasets were then created to detehow many incidents of double
parricide, familicide, double stepparricide, anepstamilicide occurred over the 20 years. This

process was done using the “select cases” opti®PBS. Cases were selected based upon
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certain criteria, and SPSS then filtered throughdfises and included only those cases that fit

our request. The results of this process are dapiat Table 3.

Table 3. Step-by-step process of data set creation
Step| Purpose Details Results
1 Create data set of double | Two victims — at least one | N=84
parricide incidents — victim must be parent of the
“parentplusl” offender
2 Create data set of familicidél'hree victims — at least one | N=15
incidents — “parentplus2” | victim must be parent of the
offender
3 Create data set of double | Two victims — at least one | N=21
stepparricide incidents — | victim must be stepparent of
“stepparentplusl” the offender
4 Create data set of Three victims — at least one | N=5
stepfamilicide incidents — | victim must be stepparent of
“stepparentplus2” the offender
5 Clean “parentplusl” data | Nine cases were deleted — | N=75
set possible miscoding from the
agency
6 Compare “parentplusl” andFifteen cases were in both | “stepparentplusl”
“stepparentplusl” data setsdata sets — these cases wereN=6
for overlapping cases deleted from the
“stepparentplusl” data set
7 Examine remaining cases (iibix cases deleted from “stepparentplusl”
“stepparentplusl” data set| “stepparentplusl” - three N=0
cases added to the
“parentplusl” data set, threg “parentplusl” N=78
cases deleted due to likely
miscoding
8 Compare “parentplus2” andThree cases were in both datéstepparentplus2”
“stepparentplus2” data setssets- these cases were deleted=2
for overlapping cases from the “stepparentplus2”
data set
9 Examine remaining cases|ifwo cases deleted due to | “stepparentplus2”
“stepparentplus2” data set| likely miscoding N=0
10 | Use SVSO data set to The “relationship of victim to| “mother” N=251
create four data sets basedoffender” variable used to | “father” N=263
on parent types as victims| create data sets “stepmother” N=13
“stepfather” N=76
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Missing data

Due to the construction of the NIBRS data basdh éataset had to be analyzed
separately by hand in order to create variablegh®wictim-offender relationship; the age and
race of each victim type (e.g., mother, fathepstether, stepfather, etc); the age, gender, and
race of the offender(s); and the weapon type usélde incidents. Once these variables were
created in each of the datasets, frequencies asgd-tabular analyses were conducted in order to
“check” the data for any possible error (i.e., Nkeiscoding). The results of this process are
depicted in Table 3.

The original parent and stepparent dataset wasetk@mined to determine the number of
single-victim, single-offender parricide incideiisring the period 1991 to 2010. Cases that
involved multiple victims were deleted since theases were already accounted for and did not
involve the slaying of a single victim. A filterag then applied to the dataset using the
aforementioned “select cases” option in SPSS. Lasee selected based on the criteria that
they involved a single victim and a single offend@his process yielded a sample size of
N=603. In other words, there were 603 cases wherme parent or stepparent was slain by one
offender during the period 1991 to 2010. Four smpadatasets were created based on the
relationship of the victim to the offender (i.e.other, father, stepmother, and stepfather). The
results of this process are depicted in Table 3.

Sample

In summary, the single-victim, single-offender (S¥)Slata set consisted of 603 cases,

the double parricide data set consisted of 77 casesthe familicide data set consisted of 15

cases. In 22 cases, offenders acted with accoespiickill a single parent. In double parricide
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cases, 60 of the killers acted alone; in the remgifi7 cases, one or more accomplices were

involved. All familicide cases were committed bygde offenders.
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Chapter Four

ANALYSIS

Using SPSS, this study reported the frequenciesiaadriptive statistics of the parricide
and familicide incidents that occurred between 1&9d 2010 using data drawn from the
NIBRS. The analysis focused primarily on the imcide of double parricide and familicide, as
this study has never been done before using NIBR& tilowever the analysis also included
single-victim parricide for comparative purposé&ar double parricide incidents, all possible
dyads were explored wherein at least one parenbaadther person was slain. Familicide
incidents included all possible situations wheuditeast one parent and two other people were
slain. These results were reported and compardaidtogical parents and stepparents as
victims for each of the following parricide incidagpes: single-victim, single-offender
parricide; single-victim, multiple-offender partlg; single-offender double parricide; multiple-
offender double parricide; and single-offender fiaitie. The data did not include any
incidence of multiple-offender familicide.

The nature of the analysis was conducted by relship of the victim to the offender
(i.e., mother, father, stepmother, stepfather}esits were conducted to test for significant
differences in the mean ages of offenders andwinvolved in single-victim, single-offender
parricide incidents. When appropriate, chi-squaralyses were conducted to determine whether
differences in gender or race were statisticaliygicant for offenders involved in each of the

parricide incident types. Chi-square analyses wenelucted to determine whether differences
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in race were statistically significant for victinmssolved in single-victim, single-offender
parricide incidents. A chi-square analysis wasdcated to determine whether differences in
weapon used were statistically significant acraaept type for victims involved in single-
victim, single-offender parricide incidents. Sirtbés analysis involved multiple-comparisons
simultaneously, the Bonferroni correction adjusttneas made; this adjustment reduces the
chance of obtaining false-positive results. Gitrenominal nature of the variables, phi and
Cramer’s V were selected as measures of associalitast and chi-square analyses were only
conducted on the single-victim, single-offenderaddie to the small number of cases in the
datasets involving other parricide incident typ@&$e t-test and chi-square statistics and

measures of association were presented in thestableoted in the text.
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Chapter Five

RESULTS

Based on the analyses of the aforementioned datdsgtwere created, tables were
constructed in order to organize the informationdach parricide incident type presented in this
study. Victim and offender characteristics, aslaslthe types of weapons used in each
parricide incident, are reported and summarizéfierfollowing sections. A summary of parent
type victims across parricide groups is depictedable 4.

Single-victim, single-offender parricide

During the period 1990-2010, there were an esath@03 parricide incidents involving
single victims and single offenders. Biologicatgras were the victims in approximately 88%
of these incidents. Mothers were the victims iB4@=251) of these incidents; fathers, in 44%
(n=263); stepmothers, in 2% (n=13); and stepfathers3% (n=76).

Offender characteristics

As depicted in Table 5, offenders involved in s@gictim, single-offender parricide
ranged in age from 9 to 74 years of age and avera@® years old. One hundred thirteen of the
603 single-victim, single-offender parricide offemd were 18 years of age or younger. The
racial composition was approximately 77% white, 22%ck, and 2% Asian/Pacific Islander and
American Indian/Alaskan Native. Compared to tiie@male counterparts, males were more

likely to be involved in single-victim, single-ofieler parricide (84% vs. 16%).

35

www.manaraa.com



Table 4. Summary of parent type victims across paicide groups

(1%

Total Mothers| Fathers Stepmothers  Stepfathe
Single-victim, single-offender N=603 N=251] N=263 NB= N=76
Single-victim, multiple-offender N=22 N=13 N=7 N=0 N=2
Single-offender double parricide N=95 N=49 N=32 N=4 N=10
Multiple-offender double parricide N=29 N=13 N=12| =3I N=1
Familicide N=25 N=12 N=10 N=2 N=1
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Table 5. Single-victim, single-offender parricide $VSO) — offender data

All SVSO Mothers Fathers Stepmothers | Stepfathers
Parricide (N=251) (N=263) (N=13) (N=76)
(N=603)
Age
Mean 30.5 34.72 27.52 3.4 25.6
Median 28 34 25 39 23
Range 9-74 11-73 10-60 17-74 9-52
18 years old and under 113 (18.7%) 34 3.5 | 60 (22.8%) 2 (15.4%) 17 (22.4%
Sex (N=603) (N=251) (N=263) (N=76)
Female 94 (15.6%) 54 (21.5%) 31(11.8%) .T%) 8 (10.5%)
Male 509 (84.4%)| 197 (78.5%0) 232 (88.2%) | 12 (92.3%) 68 (89.5%)
Race (N=599) (N=249) (N=262) (N=75)
White 458 (76.5%)| 202 (81.1%) 197 (75.2%) 69.2%) 50 (66.7%)
Black 129 (21.5%)| 41 (16.5%) 61 (23.3% 3.128) 24 (32%)
Asian/Pacific Islander 6 (1%) 4 (1.6%) 1 06NY 1 (7.7%) 0
American Indian/Alaskan Native 6 (1%) 2(0.8%) | 3(1.1%) 0 1 (1.3%)
at=6.102, df =512, 95% C.I. = 4.845-9.445,004
Pt =3.544, df = 87, 95% C.I. = 6.034-21.446, p<.01
“y2 (1, 514) = 8.804, Phi = .131, p<.01
37

www.manaraa.com




Offenders who killed their mothers ranged in agenfrl1 to 73 years of age and
averaged 34.7 years old. Offenders who killedrtfathers ranged in age from 10 to 60 years of
age and averaged 27.5 years old. The mean differginage of offenders who killed their
mother or father was 7.1. Offenders who killedrtheothers were significantly older than
offenders who killed their fathers (t = 6.102, d5%2, 95% C.I. = 4.845-9.445, p<.001).

Offenders who killed their stepmothers ranged ie frgm 17 to 74 years of age and
averaged 39.4 years old. Offenders who killedrtbteipfathers ranged in age from 9 to 52 years
of age and averaged 25.6 years old. The meanethife of age of offenders who killed their
stepmother or stepfather was 13.7. Offenders villemlkheir stepmothers were significantly
older than offenders who killed their stepfathers 8.544, df = 87, 95% C.I. = 6.034-21.446,
p<.01).

The racial composition of matricide offenders \approximately 81% white, 17% black,
4% Asian/Pacific Islander, and 2% American Indidaskan Native. Patricide offenders were
approximately 75% white, 23% black, and less tHanA&ian/Pacific Islander and American
Indian/Alaskan Native. Stepmatricide offendersevapproximately 69% white, 23% black, and
8% Asian/Pacific Islander. Steppatricide offendeese approximately 67% white, 32% black,
and 1% American Indian/Alaskan Native. No offersdeho killed stepmothers were American
Indian/Alaskan Native; no offenders who killed stgpers were Asian/Pacific Islander. No
significant differences were found for race of affers involved in single-victim, single-
offender parricide.

Compared to female offenders, male offenders wigr@ficantly more likely to kill their

mothers (78% vs. 22%) and fathers (88% vs. 13%d)1( 514) = 8.804, Phi = .131, p<.01). Male
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offenders were also more likely to kill their stepimers (92% vs. 8%) and stepfathers (90% vs.
10%) than female offenders. However, these vahere not statistically significant.
Victim characteristics

Characteristics of victims of single-victim, siegbffender parricide and stepparricide are
in Table 6. There were a total of 603 parentssaadparents slain in single-victim, single-
offender parricide incidents. These victims rangeadge from 23 to 99 years of age and
averaged 57.4 years old. Their racial composittas approximately 77% white, 22% black,
and less than 2% Asian/Pacific Islander and Amarlodian/Alaskan Native.

Victims of matricide ranged in age from 33 to 9&ngeof age and averaged 62.6 years
old. Victims of patricide ranged in age from 28@®years of age and averaged 55.5 years old.
The mean difference of age of mothers or fathdhlsckwas 7.0. Mothers who were killed in
single-victim, single-offender parricide were siggantly older than fathers who were killed in
single-victim, single-offender parricide (t = 4.8 = 512, 95% C.I. = 4.173-9.918, p<.001).

Victims of stepmatricide ranged in age from 23 5foy@ars of age and averaged 51.2
years old. Victims of steppatricide ranged in &igen 24 to 86 years of age and averaged 47.9
years old. There were no significant differenagsaige of stepmothers and stepfathers killed in
single-victim, single-offender parricide.

Not surprisingly, the racial composition of thetims was similar to the racial
composition of the offenders. Of mothers killedpeoximately 81% were white, 17% were
black, 2% were Asian/Pacific Islander, and less th# was American Indian/Alaskan Native.

Of fathers killed, approximately 76% were white%2%ere black, and less than 2% were
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Table 6. Single-victim, single-offender parricide $VSO) — victim data

All SVSO Mothers Fathers Stepmothers Stepfathers
Parricide (N=251) (N=263) (N=13) (N=76)
Victims
(N=603)
Age
Mean 57.4 62.6 2 55,52 51.2 47.9
Median 56 61 55 48 49
Range 23-99 33-98 28-99 23-75 24-86
Race (N=596) (N=249) (N=261) (N=13) (N=73)
White 458 (76.9%) 202 (81.1%) 197 10 (86.9%) | 49 (67.1%)
(75.5%)
Black 129 (21.6%) 42 (16.9% 60 (23% 3(28)1 | 24 (32.9%)
Asian/Pacific Islander 5 (0.8%) 4 (1.6%) 1406) 0 0
American Indian/Alaskan Natived (0.7%) 1 (0.4%) 3 (1.1%) 0 0

1=4.819, df =512, 95% C.I. = 4.173-9.918, p<.001
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Asian/Pacific Islander and American Indian/Alaskdative. Of stepmothers killed,
approximately 87% were white and 23% were blackst€pfathers killed, approximately 67%
were white and 33% were black. All of the stepreathand stepfathers killed were either white
or black. No significant differences were found rface of victims of single-victim, single-
offender parricide.
Types of weapons used

As depicted in Table 7, weapons used in singléraicsingle-offender parricide and
stepparricide incidents were categorized into §x@ups. The weapon types were: firearm,
knife/cutting instrument, blunt object, personalwens (hands, feet, teeth, etc.), and other (fire,
poison, asphyxiation, drugs). Among mothers sldie,weapon pattern was diverse.
Approximately 55% of offenders used firearms (2% knife/cutting instrument (26%) when
killing their mother, approximately 30% of offendarsed a blunt object (15%) or personal
weapons (15%), and approximately 15% of offendsesiwother means when killing their
mother. Firearms predominated as the weapon tyyem wffenders killed their father or
stepmother. Offenders who killed their father uadgtearm in approximately 56% of the
incidents. Approximately 22% of offenders useddé{cutting instrument when killing their
father and the remaining 22% of offenders usediatldbject (6%), personal weapons (10%), or
other means (6%) when killing their father. Offerslwho killed fathers were significantly
more likely than those who killed mothers to useemrm (56% vs. 29%). However, offenders
who killed mothers were significantly more likelyain those who killed fathers to use a blunt

object (15% vs. 6%) and offenders who killed maghgere significantly more likely to use
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Table 7. Single-victim, single-offender parricide $VSO) — weapon type

Total Mother Father Stepmother | Stepfather

(N=568) (N=231) (N=252) (N=11) (N=74)
Firearm 252 (44.4%)| 67 (29%) | 142 (56.3%) | 7 (63.6%).« | 36 (48.6%)
Knife/Cutting Instrument 142 (25%) 60 (26%) | 55 (21.8%) | 2 (18.2%) 25 (33.8%)
Blunt Object 58 (10.2%) 35 (15.2%0) | 15 (6%) 1(9.1%) ¢ 7 (9.5%) ¢
Personal Weapons (hands, feet, teeth, etc) 649%d1.2 34 (14.7%) | 25 (9.9%) 1(9.1%) 4 (5.4%)
Other (fire, poison, asphyxiation, drugs) 52 (9.2%)| 35 (15.2%) | 15 (6%) O ¢t 2 (2.7%)

Note.y? (12, 568) = 56.733, Cramer’'s V = .182, p<.00Xhesubscript letter denotes a subset of victim tgtegories whose

column proportions do not differ significantly froeach other at the .05 level
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other methods to kill than those who killed fath@s5% vs. 6%) or stepfathers (15% vs. 398) (
(12, 568) = 56.733, Cramer's V =.182, p<.001).

Offenders who killed their stepmother used a firear approximately 64% of the
incidents. Approximately 18% of offenders useddé{cutting instrument when killing their
stepmother and the remaining 18% of offenders adadnt object (9%) or personal weapons
(9%) when killing their stepmother. None of théeofders who killed their stepmother used
other means such as fire, poison, asphyxiatiodrwgs. Among stepfathers slain, a firearm
(49%) or knife/cutting instrument (34%) was use@jpproximately 83% of the incidents. The
remaining 17% of offenders used a blunt object (L@%rsonal weapons (5%), or other means
(3%) when killing their stepfather. Offenders whilbed stepfathers were significantly less
likely to use a firearm than those who killed fath@19% vs. 56%) but not mothers (49% vs.
29%) 2 (12, 568) = 56.733, Cramer's V = .182, p<.001).

Single-victim, multiple-offender parricide
Offender characteristics

There were 22 incidents of single-victim, multigifender parricide and stepparricide;
13 involved mothers as victims, seven involveddathand two involved stepfathers. No
stepmothers were killed in single-victim, multig&ender incidents over the 20 year time
frame. Each of these cases involved at least figprimg as an offender. Sixty-eight offenders
were involved in these 22 incidents. Ten caseslued two offenders, seven cases involved
three offenders, three cases involved four offesidmme case involved five offenders, and one
case involved 10 offenders.

One of these 22 cases involved a sibling pairaandncle as the offenders. This case

involved two sisters, aged 38 and 46, of white (@aian) descent and their 64 year old uncle,
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who used a fire/incendiary device to kill their met/sister. This case was noted separately from
the other single-victim, multiple-offender parrieithcidents because it was the only case that
involved a sibling pair. Apart from offspring, tlo¢her offenders involved in the remaining 21
cases were an in-law, acquaintance, otherwise knstranger, or unknown to the victim.

Data were provided for 23 of the offspring offerglgrvolved in single-victim, multiple-
offender parricide incidents. (As noted above, mc&lent involved two sisters.) As depicted in
Table 8, the offenders ranged in age from 14 tgeifts of age and averaged 31 years old. Five
of the 23 offspring offenders were 18 years of aggounger. The racial composition was
approximately 83% white, 13% black, and 4% AsianffRalslander. The gender distribution
was approximately 78% male and 22% female.

Offenders who killed their mothers ranged in agenfrl4 to 52 years of age and
averaged 32.6 years old. Offenders who killedrtfathers ranged in age from 16 to 42 years of
age and averaged 25.6 years old. There were nificgt differences of the ages of single-
victim, multiple-offender matricide and patricidéfemders. There were two offenders who
killed their stepfathers and they were 36 and 41.

The racial composition of matricide offenders wppraximately 79% white, 14% black,
and 7% Asian/Pacific Islander. Patricide offendeese approximately 86% and 14% black.
Both of the steppatricide offenders were white. difenders who killed fathers and stepfathers
were Asian/Pacific Islander; none of the offendewelved in single-victim, multiple offender
parricide were American Indian/Alaskan Native. fehevere no significant differences across
races of single-victim, multiple-offender matricided patricide offenders.

The gender distribution of offenders who killedithmaothers was approximately 64%

male and 36% female. The seven offenders whaodkilieir fathers were male. The two
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Table 8. Single-victim, multiple-offender parricide (SVMO) — offspring offender data

All SVMO Mothers Fathers Stepfathers
Parricide (N=14) (N=7) (N=2)
Offspring
Offenders
(N=23)
Age
Mean 31 32.6 25.6 38.5
Median 29 30.5 25 38.5
Range 14-52 14-52 16-42 36-41
18 years old and under 5 (21.7%) 2 (14.3%)3 (42.9%) | O
Sex
Female 5 (21.7%) 5 (35.7%) 0 0
Male 18 (78.3%) 9 (64.3%) 7 (100%) 2 (100%)
Race
White 19 (82.6%) 11 (78.6% 6 (85.7%) 2 (100%
Black 3 (13.1%) 2 (14.3%) 1(14.3%) O
Asian/Pacific Islander 1 (4.3%) 1 (7.1%) 0 0
American Indian/ 0 0 0 0
Alaskan Native

offenders who killed their stepfathers were alsétemdhese differences were not statistically

significant.

Data were provided for 11 of the non-offspring affers involved in single-victim,

multiple-offender parricide incidents. These datadepicted in Table 9. The offenders ranged

in age from 17 to 64 years of age and averagedyZa& old. Two of the 11 non-offspring

offenders were 18 years of age or younger. Thalrasmposition was approximately 73%

white and 27% black. None of the non-offspringeatfers involved in single-victim, multiple-
offender parricide incidents were Asian/Pacifi@aigler or American Indian/Alaskan Native.

The gender distribution was approximately 55% naalé 45% female. The nine offenders who
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Table 9. Single-victim, multiple-offender parricide (SVMO) — non-offspring offender data

All SVMO Mothers Fathers
Parricide (N=9) (N=2)
Non-Offspring
Offenders
(N=11)
Age
Mean 27.8 30.1 17.5
Median 24 25 17.5
Range 17-64 19-52 17-18
18 years old and under 2 (18.2%) 0 2 (100%)
Sex
Female 5 (45.5%) 4 (44.4%) 1 (50%)
Male 6 (54.5%) 5 (55.6%) 1 (50%)
Race
White 8 (72.7%) 7 (77.8%) 1 (50%)
Black 3 (27.3%) 2 (22.2%) 1 (50%)
Asian/Pacific Islander 0 0 0
American Indian/Alaskan Native 0 0 0

helped kill a mother ranged in age from 19 to 52rgef age and averaged 30.1 years old. The

two offenders who helped kill a father were 17 aB8dyears old. None of the non-offspring

offenders involved in single-victim, multiple-offdar parricide helped kill a stepmother or a

stepfather.

The racial composition of matricide offenders wppraximately 78% white and 22%

black. One patricide offender was white and onteé@de offender was black. None of the non-

offenders involved in single-victim, multiple offéer parricide were Asian/Pacific Islander or

American Indian/Alaskan Native.

Four of the nine offenders involved in killing metls were female. The other five

offenders who killed mothers were male. Of the tffenders who helped kill a father, one was

female and one was male.
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Victim characteristics

As depicted in Table 10, victims of single-victimultiple-offender parricide ranged in

age from 39 to 82 years of age and averaged 6&r8 wéd. The racial composition of the

victims was approximately 82% white, 14% black, &6l Asian/Pacific Islander.

Victims of matricide ranged in age from 39 to 82nrgeof age and averaged 63.5 years

old. Victims of patricide ranged in age from 43@&oyears of age and averaged 56.3 years old.

Victims of steppatricide ranged in age from 68 @oyéars of age and averaged 69 years old.

There were no significant differences in the agesrmgle-victim, multiple-offender matricide

and patricides.

Table 10. Single-victim, multiple-offender parricde (SVMO) — victim data

All SVMO | Mothers Fathers Stepfathers
Parricide (N=13) (N=7) (N=2)
Victims
(N=22)
Age
Mean 61.7 63.5 56.3 69
Median 60 59 54 69
Range 39-82 39-82 43-76 68-70
Race
White 18 (81.8%)| 10 (76.9%) 6 (85.7%) 2 (100%
Black 3 (13.6%) 2(15.4%)| 1(14.3%) O
Asian/Pacific Islander 1 (4.5%) 1(7.7%) 0 0
American Indian/Alaskan Native 0 0 0 0

Not surprisingly, the racial composition of thetints was similar to the racial

composition of the offenders. Of mothers killedpeoximately 77% were white, 15% were

black, and 8% were Asian/Pacific Islander. Of éashkilled, approximately 86% were white

and 14% were black. Both of the stepfathers kiede white. None of the fathers and
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stepfathers killed was Asian/Pacific Islander; noh#e victims of single-victim, multiple-
offender parricide were American Indian/AlaskaniXat There were no significant differences
in the races of single-victim, multiple-offender tm@de and patricide victims.
Types of weapons used

As depicted in Table 11, weapons used in singtérai multiple-offender parricide and
stepparricide incidents were categorized into fpoups. The weapon types were: firearm,
knife/cutting instrument, personal weapons (hafekt, teeth, etc.), and other (fire, poison,
asphyxiation, drugs). For mothers slain, the tygfeseapons most commonly used were a
knife/cutting instrument (36%) and personal weap@686). For fathers and stepfathers slain, a
firearm or knife/cutting instrument was used in 50Pthe cases, respectively.
Single-offender double parricide

As discussed in the two subsections below, thebeumf single and multiple offenders
in double parricide incidents during the 20 yeaiquewas small. Statistical tests, however,
were still performed to test for differences. Heoee largely due to the small number of double
parricide cases, demographic differences with regpeoffender types, victim types, and
weapons used to kill various types of parricidaime were not statistically significant.
Offender characteristics

As depicted in Table 12, there were 60 offenderslired in single-offender double
parricide incidents, 35 of whom killed two pareypes. Mothers and fathers were the pairs in
69% of these 35 incidents (n=24); mother and sthefa, in 26% of these incidents (n=9); and
fathers and stepmothers, in the remaining 6% (nFRese offenders ranged in age from 13 to
79 years of age and averaged 33 years old. THred0 single-offender double parricide

offenders were 18 years of age or younger. ThH#eaders were approximately 82% white;
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Table 11. Single-victim, multiple-offender (SVMO) -weapon type

Total Mother Father Stepfather
(N=19) (N=11) (N=6) (N=2)
Firearm 5 (26.3%) 1 (9%) 3 (50%) 1 (50%)
Knife/Cutting Instrument 8 (42.1%) 4 (36.4%) 3(50% | 1(50%)
Personal Weapons (hands, feet, teeth, etc) 4 (31.1%4 (36.4%) 0 0
Other (fire, poison, asphyxiation, drugs) 2 (10.5%)| 2 (18.2%) 0 0
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Table 12. Single-offender double parricide (SODP) effender data by parent type dyads

www.manaraa.com

All Double Mothers + Fathers| Mothers + Stepfathers Fathers + Stepmothers
Parricide Offenderg (N=24) (N=9) (N=2)
(N=60)
Age
Mean 33 29.8 28.3 34.5
Median 29 32.5 26 34.5
Range 13-79 13-46 15-49 17-52
18 years old and under 10 (16.7%) 4 (16.7%) 2 (22.2%) 1 (50%)
Sex
Female 4 (6.7%) 0 2 (22.2%) 0
Male 56 (93.3%) 24 (100%) 7 (77.8%) 2 (100%
Race
White 49 (81.7%) 22 (91.6%) 8 (88.9%) 2 (100%
Black 10 (16.7%) 1 (4.2%) 1(11.1%) 0
Asian/Pacific Islander | 1 (1.6%) 1 (4.2%) 0 0
American Indian/ 0 0 0 0
Alaskan Native
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17% were black and less than 2% were Asian/Pdsignder. None of the offenders involved
in single-offender double parricide were Americadian/Alaskan Native. The gender
distribution was approximately 93% male and 7% fema

The results of single-offender double parricidedeats analyzed by dyad are presented
in Table 12. Offenders who killed their mothers &athers ranged in age from 13 to 46 years of
age and averaged 29.8 years old. The 24 offendersslayed their mothers and fathers were
male. Offenders who killed their mothers and feghveere approximately 92% white, 4% black,
and 4% Asian/Pacific Islander.

Offenders who killed their mothers and stepfatlmanged in age from 15 to 49 years of
age and averaged 28.3 years old. Seven of theoffereders who slayed their mothers and
stepfathers were male. Offenders who killed thesthers and stepfathers were approximately
89% white and 11% black.

Offenders who killed their fathers and stepmothanged in age from 17 to 52 years of
age and averaged 29 years old. Both offenderssieyed their fathers and stepmothers were
male. Offenders who killed their fathers and stefirars were both white.

Victim characteristics

As depicted in Table 13, there were 120 victimsingle-offender double parricide, 95 of
whom were parents. Mothers comprised more thdohéhese victims (52%, n=49); fathers,
34% (n=32); stepmothers, 4% (n=4); and stepfatidi® (n=10). Victims of single-offender
double parricide ranged in age from 3 to 98 ye&esye and averaged 53.2 years old. The racial
composition of the victims was approximately 84%te/fand 16% black. None of the victims
slain in single-offender double parricide incidewesre Asian/Pacific Islander or American

Indian/Alaskan Native.
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Table 13. Single-offender double parricide (SODP) wictim data — parent types

All Double | Mothers Fathers Stepmotherg Stepfathers
Parricide (N=49) (N=32) (N=4) (N=10)
Victims
(N=120)
Age
Mean 53.2 55.8 60.4 55 56.4
Median 53 55 59 58 55.5
Range 3-98 34-88 35-98 33-71 42-74
Race
White 101 (84.2%) 41 (83.6%) 30 (93.7%) 3%J5 9 (90%)
Black 19 (15.8%) | 8(16.3%)| 2 (6.3%) 1 (25%) (10%)
Asian/Pacific |0 0 0 0 0
Islander
Amer. Indian/ |0 0 0 0 0
Alaskan Native

Mothers killed ranged in age from 34 to 88 yearagd and averaged 55.8 years old.
Fathers killed ranged in age from 35 to 98 yeamsgef and averaged 60.4 years old.
Stepmothers killed ranged in age from 33 to 71ye&age and averaged 55 years old.
Stepfathers killed ranged in age from 42 to 74 yedlage and averaged 56.4 years old.

Not surprisingly, the racial distribution of viets is similar to that of offenders. Of
mothers killed, approximately 84% were white anéolBere black. Of fathers killed,
approximately 94% were white and 6% were black.st®pmothers killed, 75% were white and
25% were black. Of stepfathers killed, 90% werétevand 10% were black.

There were 25 non-parental victims of single-offendouble parricide. Data pertaining
to these non-parental victims included five brasheeven sisters, one child, three other family
members, two boyfriends or girlfriends, three adgaaces, one neighbor, two unknown

relationships, and one spouse of the offendertses& data are summarized in Table 14.
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Types of weapons used

As depicted in Table 15, four types of weaponsawesed in single-offender double
parricide and double stepparricide incidents. €hwesapon types were analyzed by dyad
involving two parent types. The weapon types wirearm, knife/cutting instrument, blunt
object, and fire/incendiary device.

For the mother and father dyad, the offender uda@am (58%) or knife/cutting
instrument (21%) in approximately 80% of the musdefFor the mother and stepfather dyad,
they were killed either by a firearm (67%) or afkfgutting instrument (33%) in 100% of the
incidents. The father and stepmother dyad shoatsoiie case involved a firearm and the other
case involved a blunt object.

Weapon types used in other dyads of single-offeddable parricide incidents are
summarized in Table 16. There were 25 cases gfesoffender double parricide that involved a
parent or stepparent plus one other person. Arfinevas used in approximately two-thirds of
these incidents (n=16). Weapon types used ingimaining third of cases were diverse and
included a knife/cutting instrument in five casds.two cases blunt objects were used; in the
remaining two cases, fire/incendiary device, oeoflpoison, drugs, other) were each used.
Multiple-offender double parricide
Offender characteristics

There were 17 incidents of double parricides dadarricides committed by
multiple offenders. Each of these incidents inedl¥wo victims, at least one parent or
stepparent plus one other person, and was theneffeneed to as multiple-offender double
parricide incidents. Each of these cases invoatddast one offspring as an offender. Forty-

seven offenders were involved in these 17 incidekRtsven cases involved two offenders, four
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Table 14. Single-offender double parricide (SODP) wictim data — non-parental victim types

Brother | Sister Child Other Boyfriend | Acquaintance | Neighbor | U/K Spouse
(N=5) (N=7) (N=1) Family or (N=3) (N=1) (N=2) | (N=1)
Members | Girlfriend
(N=3) (N=2)
Age
Mean 56.2 22.4 3 52.7 40 41.7 52 36.5 73
Median 53 23 3 53 40 33 52 36.5 73
Range 38-77 12-30 3 30-75 32-48 31-61 52 -430 | 73
Race
White 3(60%) | 6(85.7%) 1 0 2 (100%) | 2 (66.7%) 1(100%) 2 1
(100%) (100%) | (100%)
Black 2(40%) | 1(14.3%) O 3(100%) O 1(33)3% |0 0 0
Asian/ 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Pacific Isl.
Amer. 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Indian/
Alaskan
Native
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Table 15. Single-offender double parricide (SODP) weapon type by dyad — parent types

Total Mother + Father | Mother + Stepfather | Father + Stepmother
(N=60) (N=24) (N=9) (N=2)
Firearm 37 (61.7%) 14 (58.3%) 6 (66.7%) 1 (50%)
Knife/Cutting Instrument 13 (21.7%) 5 (20.8%) 3.35) 0
Blunt Object 5 (8.3%) 2 (8.3%) 0 1 (50%)
Fire/Incendiary Device 4 (6.7%) 3 (12.5%) 0 0
Other (Poison, drugs, other) 1 (1.6%) 0 0 0
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cases involved three offenders, one case involvedffenders, and one case involved eight
offenders.

Of these 17 multiple-offender double parricide dweits, the second offender in one case
was also an offspring of the victims. This caselned a 16 year old son of Asian/Pacific
Islander descent and his 17 year old sister whd fisfincendiary device to kill their mother
and father. This incident was noted separateiynftioe other multiple-offender double parricide
incidents because it was the only case that ingb&eibling pair. The other offenders involved
in the remaining 16 cases were acquaintances, wikrmatherwise known, employees, a friend,
a stranger, another family member, or an emplof/éreovictims.

As depicted in Table 17, the ages of the 18 offgpaffenders involved in multiple-
offender double parricide incidents ranged in agefl5 to 34 years of age and averaged 21.1
years old. Seven of the 18 offspring offendersended years of age or younger. Their racial
composition was approximately 88% white and 12%aA8?acific Islander. The gender
distribution was approximately 56% male and 44%ékem

Offspring offender data were summarized in Tabléy dyad. The nine offspring who
killed their mother and father ranged in age fradrntd. 27 years of age and averaged 20 years
old. There was one offspring who killed her motaed stepfather, and she was 34 years old.
The three offspring who killed their father andpstether ranged in age from 15 to 18 years of
age and averaged 16.5 years old. The four offgprimo killed their mother and one other
person ranged in age from 16 to 26 years of ageaachged 20.7 years old. There was one
offspring who killed her father and one other parsand she was 28 years old. The racial
composition of offspring who killed their mothercafather was approximately 78% white and

22% Asian/Pacific Islander. The remaining eiglisjofing were all white. None of the

56

www.manaraa.com



Table 16. Single-offender double parricide (SODP)} weapon type by dyad — parent or stepparent plustiver victim types

Father + | Father + | Mother + | Mother | Mother + | Mother + | Stepfather| Stepmothern Stepmother
Sibling | Maybe | Sibling + Maybe| Other U/K + U/K + Spouse | + Other
(N=4) Known | (N=8) Known | Family (N=1) (N=1) (N=1) Family
(N=2) (N=4) | (N=3) (N=1)
Firearm 3(75%)| 1(50%) 6 (75%) 1(25%) 1 (33.3%) (100%) | 1 (100%) | 1 (100%) 1 (100%)
Knife/ 0 1(50%) | O 3(75%)| 1(33.3%) O 0 0 0
Cutting
Instrument
Blunt 1(25%) | O 1 0 0 0 0 0 0
Object (12.5%)
Fire/ 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0
Incendiary (12.5%)
Device
Other 0 0 0 0 1(33.3%) O 0 0 0
(Poison,
drugs,
other)
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offspring who killed their mother and father wétack or American Indian/Alaskan Native.

The gender distribution of offspring who killed thenother and father was
approximately 67% male and 33% female. Genderewanly distributed (50% vs. 50%)
amongst those offspring involved in killing theather and stepmother, and mother plus one
other person. The one offspring who killed a motred stepfather was female. The one
offspring who killed a father plus one other persas also female.

Data were provided for 22 of the non-offspring affers involved in the multiple-offender
double parricide incidents. As depicted in TalBerdon-offspring offenders ranged in age from
14 to 53 years of age and averaged 25.1 yearsSaden of the 22 non-offspring offenders were
18 years of age or younger. Their racial compasitias approximately 96% white and 4%
black. The gender distribution of these offendeas 45% male and 55% female.

Non-offspring offender data were summarized in €dl8 by dyad. The eight offenders
involved in the slaying of a mother and father chgn age from 18 to 46 years of age and
averaged 25.5 years old. The one non-offspringnaliér involved in the slaying of a mother and
stepfather was 32 years old. The five offendevslired in the slaying of a father and
stepmother ranged in age from 18 to 23 years ohadeaveraged 20.6 years old. The six
offenders involved in the slaying of a mother anée other person ranged in age from 14 to 38
years of age and averaged 22.8 years old. Theffeonders involved in the slaying of a father
and one other person were 28 and 53 years old.

There were two non-offspring offenders involvedhe killing of a father plus one other
person. One of these offenders was white; ther attiender was black. The remaining eighteen

non-offspring offenders for whom data were avagalkre all white.
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Table 17. Multiple-offender double parricide (MODP) — offspring offender data by dyad

All MODP Offspring | Mother + Mother + Father + Mother + Other | Father + Other
Offenders Father Stepfather | Stepmother | (N=4) (N=1)
(N=18) (N=9) (N=1) (N=3)
Age
Mean 21.1 20 34 16.5 20.7 28
Median | 19.5 18 34 16.5 20 28
Range 15-34 16-27 34 15-18 16-26 28
18 years | 7 (38.9%) 4 (44.4%) 0 2 (66.7%) 1 (25%) 0
old and under
Sex (N=16) (N=2) (N=4)
Female 7 (43.8%) 3 (33.3%) 1 (100%) 1 (50%) | 2 (50%) 1 (100%)
Male 9 (56.2%) 6 (66.7%) 0 1 (50%) 2 (50%) 0
Race (N=16) (N=2) (N=4)
White 14 (87.5%) 7 (77.8%) 1 (100%) 2 (100%) 4 (100%) 1 (100%)
Black 0 0 0 0 0 0
Asian/ 2 (12.5%) 2 (22.2%) 0 0 0 0
Pacific
Islander
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Of the eight non-offspring offenders involved i tkilling of a mother and father, six
were female and two were male. The one non-ofigpoifender involved in the killing of a
mother and stepfather was female. Of the five oifspring offenders involved in the killing of
a father and stepmother, four were male and ondemagle. Gender was evenly distributed
amongst the non-offspring offenders involved inkileng of a mother plus one other person
(n=3; n=3) and a father plus one other person (n=1).

Victim characteristics

As depicted in Table 19, victims of multiple-offesrdiouble parricide ranged in age from
18 to 66 years of age and averaged 51.7 yearsldid.racial composition of the victims was
approximately 94% white and 6% Asian/Pacific IskandNone of the victims slain in multiple-
offender double parricide incidents were black angkican Indian/Alaskan Native.

Mothers killed ranged in age from 39 to 66 yearagd and averaged 52.3 years old. Fathers
killed ranged in age from 46 to 64 years of agearetaged 55.8 years old. Stepmothers killed
ranged in age from 41 to 58 years of age and agdraQ.7 years old. The one stepfather killed
was 54 years old.

Not surprisingly, the racial distribution of victgns similar to that of offenders. Of
mothers killed, approximately 92% were white and\B&b6e Asian/Pacific Islander. Of fathers
killed, approximately 92% were white and 8% wergéaAfacific Islander. Of the three
stepmothers killed, 100% were white. The one st&ef killed was also white. None of the
victims slain in multiple-offender double parricideidents were black or American
Indian/Alaskan Native. There were five non-parkwigtims of multiple-offender double

parricide. Data pertaining to the non-parentalinvis included one sister, one acquaintance, two
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Table 18. Multiple-offender double parricide (MODP)— non-offspring offender data by dyad

All MODP Mother + Mother + Father + Mother + Father +
Non-Offspring | Father Stepfather Stepmother | Other Other
Offenders (N=8) (N=1) (N=5) (N=6) (N=2)
(N=22)
Age
Mean 25.1 25.5 32 20.6 22.8 40.5
Median 21 19 32 21 20.5 40.5
Range 14-53 18-46 32 18-23 14-38 28-53
18 yearsoldand |7 (31.8%) 4 (50%) 0 1 (20%) 2 (33.3%) 0
under
Sex
Female 12 (54.5%) 6 (75%) 1 (100%) 1 (20%) (5@0) 1 (50%)
Male 10 (45.4%) 2 (25%) 0 4 (80%) 3 (50%) (50%)
Race
White 21 (95.5%) 8 (100%) 1 (100%) 5 (100%) (160%) 1 (50%)
Black 1 (4.5%) 0 0 0 0 1 (50%)
Asian/Pacific Islander 0 0 0 0 0 0
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Table 19. Multiple-offender double parricide (MODP) — victim data — parent types

All MODP | Mother Father Stepmother | Stepfather
Victims (N=13) (N=12) (N=3) (N=1)
(N=34)
Age
Mean 51.7 52.3 55.8 50.7 54
Median 54 54 58 53 54
Range 18-66 39-66 46-64 41-58 54
Race (N=12)
White 31(93.9%) 11(91.7%) 11(91.7%) 3 @O0 | 1 (100%)
Black 0 0 0 0 0
Asian/ 2 (6.1%) 1 (8.3%) 1 (8.3%) 0 0
Pacific Islander
Amer. Indian/| O 0 0 0 0
Alaskan Native

other family members, and one unknown. Theseaatgummarized in Table 20. Notably, all
of these five victims were white.

Types of weapons used

As depicted in Table 21, five types of weapons wesed in multiple-offender double parricide
and double stepparricide. These weapon types avetlgzed by dyad. The weapon types were:
firearm, knife/cutting instrument, blunt objectgliincendiary device, and poison.

In the mother and father dyad homicides, the oéendised a knife/cutting instrument in
five of the cases and a firearm in the remainirggcdn the one case involving a mother and
stepfather dyad, a firearm was used to kill. Exation of the father and stepmother dyad cases
shows that two cases involved a firearm and theratase involved a blunt object. Out of the
four cases that involved a mother plus one othaddthe offenders used a firearm in two of the
murders. In the remaining two cases, the offendses either a knife/cutting instrument or
poison to kill a mother plus one other personthinone case involving a father plus one other

person, a knife/cutting instrument was used.
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Table 20. Multiple-offender Double Parricide (MODP)- victim data — non-parental victim types

Sisters Acquaintances | Other Family | Unknown
(N=1) (N=1) Members Relationship
(N=2) (N=1)
Age
Mean 41 44 32 54
Median 41 44 32 54
Range 41 44 18-46 54
Race
White 1 (100%) 1 (100%) 2 (100%) 1 (100%)
Black 0 0 0 0
Asian/Pacific Islander, 0 0 0 0
Amer Indian/ 0 0 0 0
Alaskan Native
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Table 21. Multiple-offender double parricide (MODP)—-weapon type by dyad

Total Mother + Father | Mother + Father + Mother + Other | Father + Other
(N=18) (N=9) Stepfather | Stepmother | (N=4) (N=1)
(N=1) (N=3)
Firearm 6 (33.3%) 1(11.1%) 1 (100%) 2 (66.7%) @ 0
Knife/ 7 (38.9%) 5 (55.6%) 0 0 1 (25%) 1 (100%)
Cutting Instrument
Blunt Object 2 (11.1%) 1(11.1%) 0 1 (33.3%) 0 0
Fire/ 2 (11.1%) 2 (22.2%) 0 0 0 0
Incendiary Device
Poison 1 (5.6%) 0 0 0 1 (25%) 0
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Familicide

Notwithstanding the small sample size, tests werelucted to test for significant
differences in the demographic characteristicaofilicide offenders and victim types, and in
the choice of weapons used to kill various famiiécvictim types. None of these differences
was significant.
Offender characteristics

As depicted in Table 22, the 15 offenders involiredingle-offender familicide incidents
ranged in age from 12 to 46 years of age and agdraf.4 years old. These offenders were
approximately 73% white and 27% black. None ofdffenders involved in familicide were
Asian/Pacific Islander or American Indian/AlaskaatMe. The gender distribution was
approximately 93% male and 7% female.

The results of single-offender familicide incideatsalyzed by triad are presented in
Table 22. There were seven cases wherein the @ffédlted their mother, father, and one other
person. The constellation of victims in these sasgas as follows: one case involved a mother,
father, and grandmother; three cases involved aengfiather, and sister; two cases involved a
mother, father, and brother; and one case invadvetbther, father, and other family member.
Offenders who killed their mothers, fathers, and other person ranged in age from 12 to 43
years of age and averaged 25 years old. Thrdedifteen familicide offenders were 18 years
of age or younger. All seven of the offenders 8layed their mothers, fathers, and one other
person were males. Five of the offenders whodilteeir mothers, fathers, and one other person
were white and the remaining two were black. Thegee five cases wherein the offender killed
their mother and two other people. The consteltatif victims in these cases was as follows:

one case involved a mother, child, and common-jaeuse; one case involved a mother and

65

www.manaraa.com



Table 22. Familicide — offender data by triad

All Familicide Mother + Father + | Mother + 2 Others Father + 2 Others
(N=15) Other (N=5) (N=3)
(N=7)
Age
Mean 26.4 25 27.2 28.3
Median 24 24 22 24
Range 12-46 12-43 20-46 18-43
18 years old | 3 (20%) 2 (28.6%) 0 1 (33.3%)
and under
Sex
Female 1 (6.7%) 0 1 (20%) 0
Male 14 (93.3%) 7 (100%) 4 (80%) 3 (100%)
Race
White 11 (73.3%) 5 (71.4%) 4 (80%) 2 (66.7%)
Black 4 (26.7%) 2 (28.6%) 1 (20%) 1 (33.3%)
Asian/ 0 0 0 0
Pacific Islander
Amer. Indian/ |0 0 0 0
Alaskan Native

66

www.manaraa.com




two acquaintances; one case involved a mothenaodisters; one case involved a mother,
stepfather, and brother; and one case involvedtaendorother, and otherwise known person.
Offenders who killed their mothers and two otheogle ranged in age from 20 to 46 years of
age and averaged 27.2 years old. Four of theoffemnders who slayed their mothers and two
other people were male. Four of the offenders whedktheir mothers and two other people
were white and one was black.

There were three cases wherein the offender killeat father and two other people. The
constellation of victims in these cases was asvdl one case involved a father, stepmother,
and other family member; one case involved a fastepmother and stepsister; and one case
involved a father, sister, and other family memb®ffenders who killed their fathers and two
other people ranged in age from 18 to 43 yeargefaad averaged 28.3 years old. All three of
of the offenders who slayed their fathers and tith@opeople were male. Two of these
offenders were white and one was black.

Victim characteristics

As depicted in Table 23, the 45 victims of singfeender familicide ranged in age from 1 to 97
years of age and averaged 41 years old. The @mabosition of the victims was 80% white
and 20% black. None of the victims slain in singtender familicide incidents were
Asian/Pacific Islander or American Indian/AlaskaatiNe.

Mothers killed ranged in age from 30 to 76 yearagd and averaged 50.3 years old.
Fathers killed ranged in age from 40 to 76 yeamsgef and averaged 54.4 years old.
Stepmothers killed ranged in age from 42 to 58 ye&dage and averaged 50 years old. The one

stepfather killed was 42 years old.
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Table 23. Familicide — victim data — parent types

All Mothers Fathers | Stepmothers| Stepfathers
Familicide | (N=12) (N=10) (N=2) (N=1)
Victims
(N=45)
Age
Mean 41 50.3 54.4 50 42
Median 42 47.5 53 50 42
Range 1-97 30-76 40-76 42-58 42
Race
White 36 (80%) 11 (91.7%) 8 (80% 2 (100%) (1@0%)
Black 9 (20%) 1 (8.3%) 2(20%) O 0
Asian/ 0 0 0 0 0
Pacific Islander
Amer. 0 0 0 0 0
Indian/
Alaskan Native

Of the 12 mothers killed, approximately 92% wetete and 8% were black. Of the 10
fathers killed, 80% were white and 20% were blatke two stepmothers and one stepfather
killed were white. Other victims of single-offenmdamilicide incidents included four brothers,
six sisters, one child, one common-law spouse goaedmother, two acquaintances, one
stepsister, three other family members, and onereike known individual. Data pertaining to
these non-parental victim types can be found inerahd. Notably, of these 20 victims, 70%
were white and the remaining 30% were black.

Types of weapons used

As depicted in Table 25, there were five types eapons used in single-offender
familicide. These weapon types were analyzediby.trThe weapon types were: firearm,
knife/cutting instrument, blunt object, fire/incead; device, and personal (hands, feet, teeth,

etc.).
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In the seven cases involving a mother, father,careother person triad, a firearm was
used in four of the incidents, a knife/cutting mstent was used in 2 of the incidents, and a
blunt object was used in one incident. In the frages involving a mother and two other people
triad, a firearm was used in two of the incidemtd a knife/cutting instrument, fire/incendiary
device, or personal weapon were used in the ofinee tincidents. A firearm was used in all

three of the incidents involving fathers and twbestpeople.
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Table 24. Familicide — victim data — non-parentaVictim types

www.manaraa.com

Brother | Sister Child Common | Grandmother| Acquaintance | Stepsister Other Otherwise
(N=4) | (N=6) (N=1) -law (N=1) (N=2) (N=1) family known
spouse members | (N=1)
(N=1) (N=3)
Age
Mean 13.5 17.5 1 28 97 56.5 19 27.3 55
13 16 1 28 97 56.5 19 14 55
Median
12-16 8-33 1 28 97 53-60 19 12-56 55
Range
Race
White | 4 5 0 0 1 (100%) 1 (50%) 1(100%) 1 1 (100%)
(100%) | (83.3%) (33.3%)
Black | O 1 1 1(100%) | O 1 (50%) 0 2 0
(16.7%) | (100%) (66.7%)
Asian/ | 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Pacific Is.
Amer. |0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Indian/
Alaskan
Native
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Table 25. Familicide — weapon type by triad

Total Mother + Father + OtherMother + 2 Others| Father + 2 Others

(N=15) (N=7) (N=5) (N=3)
Firearm 9 (60%) 4 (57.1%) 2 (40%) 3 (100%)
Knife/Cutting Instrument 3 (20%) 2 (28.6%) 1 (20%) 0
Blunt Object 1(6.7%) | 1(14.3%) 0 0
Fire/Incendiary Device 1(6.7%)| O 1(20%) 0
Personal (hands, feet, teeth, etc. 1(6.7%) O 0%}2 0
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Chapter Six
CONCLUSIONS

This study used NIBRS data to examine parricidenofers and victims over the 20-year
period 1990 to 2010. Parricide incidents involvaiggle victims, single offenders, multiple
victims, and multiple offenders were included iergh analyses because no other study used
NIBRS data in this manner. Findings from analysfedie NIBRS data for the period 1990 to
2010 pertaining to single-victim, single-offendergcide cases allows for a comparison to prior
analyses which used SHR data. This study makessgible to investigate similarities and
differences between the two databases. Also,rpatt#served within NIBRS data for single-
victim, single-offender parricide incidents candmenpared to parricide incidents involving
multiple victims and or multiple offenders to intigate any similar correlates.

Single-victim, single-offender parricide — SHRN#BRS

Heide (2013c) explored the characteristics oflshwictim, single-offender parricide and
stepparricide using SHR data. The results indittte typical offender involved in single-
victim, single-offender parricide and stepparricidgs a white male. Offenders who killed their
mothers averaged 32 years of age, offenders wlealkleir fathers averaged 26 years of age,
offenders who killed their stepmothers averagegess of age, and offenders who killed their
stepfathers averaged 23 years of age.

The typical victim of single-victim, single-offeed parricide was a father, average age of

56, and was white. The typical victim of singletuin, single-offender stepparricide was a
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stepfather, average age of 47, and was white. |&ihoi offenders involved in single-victim,
single-offender stepparricide; victims of singletim, single-offender stepparricide tended to be
younger than the biological parents slain.

The types of weapons that predominated in singtémj single-offender parricide and
stepparricide incidents were firearms and knivesubting instruments. More than half of the
offenders used a firearm when killing a fathertepather. Offenders who killed their
stepmother used a firearm in a little less thahdfahe incidents. Offenders who killed their
mother used diverse methods such as a firearne/kantting instrument, blunt objects, personal
weapons, or other means.

Results from this study shared some similarities differences with the prior studies.
These results are compared to the results of He{@@13c) study in Tables 26-31. NIBRS data
indicated that the typical offender involved ingevictim, single-offender parricide and
stepparricide was male, approximately 31 yeargef and was white (Tables 26-28). SHR data
indicated younger offenders were involved in singtgim, single-offender stepparricide
incidents than NIBRS data. In contrast to SHR ddtBRS data indicated somewhat older
offenders involved in single-victim, single-offendstepparricide incidents compared to those

offenders who killed their biological parents.

Table 26. Comparison of SHR and NIBRS — offender naa age

OFFENDER MEAN AGE | SHR (1976-2007) NIBRS (1991-2010
Parricide 27 31
Mother 32 35
Father 26 28
Stepmother 25 39
Stepfather 23 26
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Table 27. Comparison of SHR and NIBRS — offender geler

OFFENDER GENDER SHR (1976-2007) NIBRS (1991-2010
Parricide 85% Male 84% Male
Mother 83% Male 79% Male
Father 87% Male 88% Male
Stepmother 86% Male 92% Male
Stepfather 83% Male 89% Male

Table 28. Comparison of SHR and NIBRS - offender e

OFFENDER RACE SHR (1976-2007) NIBRS (1991-2010
Parricide 69% White 77% White

Mother 72% White 81% White

Father 67% White 75% White
Stepmother 76% White 69% White
Stepfather 60% White 67% White

The typical victim of single-victim, single-offendparricide and stepparricide was male,

approximately 57 years of age, and white (TableT2®)e 30). Similar to SHR data, victims of

single-victim, single-offender stepparricide wemigger than the biological parents slain.

Table 29. Comparison of SHR and NIBRS - victim meaage

VICTIM MEAN AGE SHR (1976-2007) NIBRS (1991-2010)
Parricide 53 57
Mother 60 63
Father 56 56
Stepmother 50 51
Stepfather 47 48

Table 30. Comparison of SHR and NIBRS - victim race

VICTIM RACE SHR (1976-2007) NIBRS (1991-2010)
Parricide 69% White 77% White
Mother 72% White 81% White
Father 67% White 76% White
Stepmother 76% White 87% White
Stepfather 60% White 67% White
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A firearm or knife/cutting instrument was the weapj choice in approximately 69% of single-
victim, single-offender parricide incidents (TalBl®). Similar to SHR data, mothers were slain
by more diverse methods. Interestingly, with theeption of stepmothers, the percentages of

guns used to kill parricide victim types were lasdlIBRS incidents than SHR incidents.

Table 31. Comparison of SHR and NIBRS — weapon used

WEAPON USED | SHR (1976-2007) NIBRS (1991-2010)
Parricide 52% Firearm, 25% Knife 44% Firearm, 28pffe
Mother 37% Firearm, 29% Knife 29% Firearm, 26%7fKn
Father 60% Firearm, 22% Knife 56% Firearm, 22%f&ni
Stepmother 49% Firearm, 25% Knife 64% Firearm, 18%be
Stepfather 62% Firearm, 25% Knife 49% Firearm, 34%ide

Single-victim, single-offender parricide versusgsnvictim, multiple-offender parricide

Similarities and differences in offender and victimaracteristics and weapon type used
in single-victim, single-offender parricide versisgle-victim, multiple-offender parricide are
depicted in Table 32. The age, gender, and ratieeadffender were similar between the two
parricide types. However, the two offenders wHte#itheir stepfathers in single-victim,
multiple-offender parricide were noticeably oldieamn offenders who killed their stepfathers in
single-victim, single-offender parricide (39 vs.)26

Victim race was also similar across the two padedypes. The age of mothers and
fathers slain in single-victim, multiple-offendeasupicide was approximately the same age as
mothers and fathers slain in single-victim, singfeender parricide. Stepfathers slain in single-
victim, multiple-offender parricide were noticealdlger than those slain in single-victim,
single-offender parricide (69 vs. 48). Althougle tumber of single-victim, multiple-offender

cases was small, a mother was the typical victiBnnbthers slain in 17 cases).
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Table 32. Comparison of single-victim, single-offester parricide versus single-victim,
multiple-offender parricide

Similarities Differences

Offender mean age Approximately 31 years of a@dfenders who killed their
stepfathers in SVMO were
older than offenders who
killed their stepfathers in
SVSO (39 vs. 26)

Offender gender Male
Offender race White
Victim mean age Mothers and fathers slain in Stepfathers slain in SVMQ

SVMO were approximately | tended to be older than
the same age as mothers and stepfathers slain in SVSQ
fathers slain in SVSO (64 vs.| (69 vs. 48)
63 and 56, respectively)
Victim type A mother was the typical
victim slain in SVMO
(n=13, 59%)

Victim race White
Weapon used Mothers slain by diverse | A knife or personal
methods weapons were used to Kill

mothers in 73% of SVMO
cases; a firearm was used
to kill a mother in one
SVMO case. A firearm or
knife was used to kill in all
of the cases involving a
father or stepfather as a
victim — no other weapons
were used

Similarities and differences appeared between sinigitim, multiple-offender parricide
and single-victim, single-offender parricide inpest to weapon type used in the incident.
Similarly, mothers were slain by more diverse weegpavith a knife/cutting instrument or
personal weapons used to kill in 73% of the sing&im, multiple-offender incidents; however,
a firearm was only used to kill a mother in onehafse cases. A firearm or knife/cutting
instrument was used to kill in all of the singletuin, multiple-offender cases involving a father

or stepfather as a victim. No other weapons weegl tio kill fathers or stepfathers in single-
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victim, multiple-offender parricide incidents. Ntepmothers were killed in single-victim,
multiple-offender incidents.
Single-victim, single-offender parricide versusgd@offender double parricide

Similarities and differences in offender and victhmaracteristics and weapon type used
in single-victim, single-offender parricide versisgle-offender double parricide are depicted in
Table 33. The age, gender, and race of the offamdee similar between the two parricide
incident types. While victim race was approximatble same across the two parricide types, the
age and type of victim slain differed. Motherdarsla single-offender double parricide tended to
be younger than those slain in single-victim, ®ngftfender parricide (56 vs. 63). Relative to
those slain in single-victim, single-offender ineids, Relative to those slain in single-victim,
single-offender incidents, fathers (60 vs. 56)pstethers (55 vs. 51), and stepfathers (56 vs. 48)
slain in single-offender double parricide were ocedibly older. Although the number of single-
offender double parricide cases was small, a matiasrthe typical victim (49 mothers slain in
60 cases).

Similar to single-victim, single-offender parricidefirearm was the weapon of choice in
the majority of the single-offender double parreeidcidents involving parent types as victims
(44% vs. 60%). Also, approximately 23% of offeredevolved in single-offender double
parricide used a knife/cutting instrument to kiirent types compared to 25% of single-victim,
single-offender incidents. Interestingly, thresesof single-offender double parricide involved
a fire/incendiary device as the weapon used tpkitent types. This is noteworthy because
although fire was used in only three (13%) of 68esa0f single-offender double parricide, fire

was used in only ten (1.7%) of 603 cases of singitm, single-offender parricide.
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Table 33. Comparison of single-victim, single-offester parricide versus single-offender
double parricide

Similarities Differences
Offender mean age Approximately 33 years of page
Offender gender Male
Offender race White
Victim mean age Mothers slain in SODP

tended to be younger
than those slain in
SVSO (56 vs. 63).
Fathers (60 vs. 56),
stepmothers (55 vs. 51),
and stepfathers (56 vs.
48) slain in SODP were
noticeably older than
those slain in SVSO.
Victim type A mother was the
typical victim slain in
SODP (n=49, 41%)
Victim race White

Weapon used A firearm was used to kill in Fire used in three of 60
approximately 60% of SODP| cases of SODP
incidents involving parent compared to ten of 603
types as victims, compared to cases of SVSO.

44% of SVSO. A knife/cutting
instrument was used to kill in
approximately 23% of SODP
incidents involving parent
types as victims, compared toQ
25% of SVSO.

Single-victim, single-offender parricide versus tiplé-offender double parricide

Similarities and differences in offender and victthmaracteristics and weapon type used
in single-victim, single-offender parricide versusiltiple-offender double parricide are depicted
in Table 34. The age and gender of the offendérdd between the two parricide incident
types. Offenders involved in multiple-offender 8&iparricide incidents were younger than the
offenders involved in single-victim, single-offengmrricide incidents (21 vs. 30).

Approximately 44% of offenders involved in multippéfender double parricide were female,
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Table 34. Comparison of single-victim, single-offester parricide versus multiple-offender

double parricide

Similarities

Differences

Offender mean age

Offenders involved in
MODP incidents were
younger than the offenders
involved in SVSO parricide
incidents (21 vs. 30).

Offender gender

Approximately 44% of
offenders involved in
MODP were female
compared to only 16% of
offenders involved in
SVSO.

Offender race

White

Victim mean age

Fathers and stepmothers
were approximately the
same age in MODP as in
SVSO (56 and 51,
respectively)

Mothers slain in MODP
tended to be younger than

those slain in SVSO (52 vs|

63). The one stepfather sl
in MODP was older than th
stepfathers slain in SVSO
(54 vs. 48).

in

Victim type A mother was the typical
victim slain in MODP
(n=13, 38%).

Victim race White

Weapon used

Firearm or knife used in
76% of cases compared to
69% of cases of SVSO.

Poison used in one of 17
cases of MODP compared
to four of 603 cases of

SVSO.

compared to only 16% of the offenders involvedingke-victim, single-offender parricide

incidents. Offender and victim race were similaroas the two parricide types.

The age of fathers and stepmothers slain in makyblender double parricide were

approximately the same as the age of fathers apensithers slain in single-victim, single-

offender parricide (56 and 51, respectively). Muwghslain in multiple-offender double parricide

tended to be younger than those slain in singlemijcingle-offender parricide (52 vs. 63).

There was one stepfather slain in multiple-offerdtarble parricide and he was older than the
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stepfathers slain in single-victim, single-offengarricide (54 vs. 48). Although the number of
multiple-offender double parricide cases was snaathother was the typical victim (13 mothers
slain in 17 cases).

Similar to single-victim, single-offender parricidefirearm or knife/cutting instrument
was the weapon of choice in approximately 76% efrttultiple-offender double parricide
incidents (compared to 69% of single-victim, singfeender incidents). Interestingly, one of the
multiple-offender double parricide cases involveispn as the weapon used to kill. This is
noteworthy because although poison was used in@mm®y(5.9%) of 17 cases of multiple-
offender double parricide, poison was used in éoly (0.7%) of 603 cases of single-victim,
single-offender parricide.

Single-victim, single-offender parricide versus ilaoe

Similarities and differences in offender and victthmaracteristics and weapon type used
in single-victim, single-offender parricide verdasilicide are depicted in Table 35. The age of
the offender differed between the two parricidesy/p Offenders involved in familicide were
younger than offenders involved in single-victinmgse-offender parricide (26 vs. 30). Offender
gender and race were similar across the two pdericicident types. Familicide offenders were
almost exclusively male (n=14, 93%).

Victim race was similar for familicide and singlestim, single-offender parricide. The
age of fathers and the two stepmothers slain inli@de were fairly similar to the fathers and
stepmothers slain in single-victim, single-offengarricide (54 vs. 56 and 50 vs. 51,
respectively). Mothers slain in familicide tendede younger than those slain in single-victim,
single-offender parricide (50 vs. 63). There was stepfather slain in familicide and he was

younger than the stepfathers slain in single-vicemgle-offender parricide (42 vs. 48). The
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Table 35. Comparison of single-victim, single-offeder parricide versus familicide

Similarities Differences

Offender mean age Offenders involved in
familicide were younger than
offenders involved in SVSO

(26 vs. 30).

Offender gender Male Almost exclusively male
(n=14, 93%).

Offender race White

Victim mean age The age of fathers and theMothers slain in familicide

two stepmothers slain in | tended to be younger than
familicide were slightly those slain in SVSO (50 vs.
younger than the fathers | 63). There was one stepfather
and stepmothers slain in | slain in familicide and he was
SVSO (54 vs. 56 and 50 vsyounger than the stepfathers
51, respectively). slain in SVSO (42 vs. 48).
Victim type Almost as likely to be a
mother as a father (n=12,
n=10); almost as likely to be |a
stepmother as a stepfather
(n=2, n=1)

Victim race White

Weapon used Firearm or knife used in | Fire was used in one of 15
80% of cases compared tg cases of familicide compared
69% of cases of SVSO. | to ten of 603 cases of SVSO

victim was almost as likely to be a mother as hda{n=12, n=10), and almost as likely to be a
stepmother as a stepfather (n=2, n=1) in familiabédents, due to the small number of cases.
Similar to single-victim, single-offender parricidefirearm or knife/cutting instrument
was the weapon of choice in approximately 80% ofiliaide incidents (compared to 69% of
single-victim, single-offender incidents). Interagly, one of the familicide cases involved
fire/incendiary device as the weapon used to Hihis is noteworthy because although fire was
used in only one (6.7%) of 15 cases of familiciite, was used in only ten (1.7%) of 603 cases

of single-victim, single-offender parricide.
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In summary, it can be concluded that the correlatesingle-victim, single-offender
parricide incidents reported to NIBRS were gengrsiliilar to those reported to the SHR. The
analyses of parricidal incidents involving singfedanultiple victims or single and multiple
offenders conveyed that: 1) The typical offendeolaed in single-offender parricide incidents
was a white male approximately 30 years of ag@h2)typical victim of multiple-victim
parricide was a white mother approximately 50 yedmge, 3) When multiple offenders were
involved in parricide incidents, they tended toybenger than offenders involved in single-
offender parricide incidents, 4) More female offersdwere involved in multiple-offender
parricide incidents than in single-offender padeincidents, and 5) A firearm was the choice
weapon used in the majority of parricide incidehtsyever, when a mother was the victim, the
offender(s) used more diverse methods.

Family portraits

This section reviews the findings from the analysgsrovide a portrait of the typical
offender and victim in each of the parricide incitbeacross parent type. For each parricide type,
the typical age, gender, and race of the offenjlar(d the typical age and race of the victim(s)
are reported in tables. The typical offender aietim of single-victim, single-offender parricide
is depicted in Table 36. The typical offenders aiatim of single-victim, multiple-offender
parricide are depicted in Table 37. The typic&der and victims of single-offender double
parricide are depicted in Table 38. The typic&flers and victims of multiple-offender
double parricide are depicted in Table 39. Thécglpffender and victims of familicide are

depicted in Table 40.
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Table 36. Single-victim, single-offender parricide- characteristics of the typical offender

and victim
Mother Father Stepmother  Stepfathef
Offender mean age 35 28 39 26
Offender gender Male Male Male Male
Offender race White White White White
Victim mean age 63 56 51 48
Victim race White White White White

Table 37. Single-victim, multiple-offender parricide — characteristics of the typical
offenders and victim

Mother

Father

Stepfather

Offender mean age

s33, 30

26, 18

39, X

Offender gender

Male, Male/Female

Male, Male/Femalale, X

Offender race White White White
Victim mean age 64 56 69
Victim race White White White

Note: X indicates unknown

Table 38. Single-offender double parricide — charderistics of the typical offender and

victims
Mother + Father | Mother + Stepfather Father + Statper
Offender mean age| 30 28 35
Offender gender Male Male Male
Offender race White White White
Victim mean ages 56, 60 56, 56 60, 55
Victim race White White White

Table 39. Multiple-offender double parricide — chagacteristics of the typical offenders and
victims

Mother + Father| Mother + Stepfather  Father + Staher
Offender mean ages 20, 26 34, 32 17,21
Offender gender Male, Female Female, Female Maltediee Male
Offender race White White White
Victim mean ages 52, 56 52,54 56, 51
Victim race White White White
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Table 40. Familicide — characteristics of the typial offender and victims

Mother + Father +| Mother + Two Others| Father + Two Others
Other

Offender mean age| 25 27 28

Offender gender Male Male Male

Offender race White White White

Victim mean ages 50, 54, X 50, X, X 54, X, X

Victim race White White White

Note: X indicates unknown
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Chapter Seven

DISCUSSION

As evidenced through the comparative analysess thiere more similarities than
differences between the SHR and NIBRS data se¢sed&chers who investigate parricide in
general should utilize the SHR as it is represematf the total U.S. population. If researchers
want to conduct an in-depth examination of pargaittidents involving multiple victims or
offenders, then the NIBRS data should be usedmsvides more descriptive detail of the
victim to offender relationship for up to threeaiflers in a given incident.

It is instructive to compare the typical offend@rolved in single-victim, single-offender
parricide with the typical offender involved in ggal homicide using 20 years of NIBRS data,
something that has never been done before. Sitoikingle-victim, single-offender parricide
(84%), the typical offender involved in single-viat single-offender homicide was male (87%).
The majority of the offenders involved in singlestum, single-offender parricide were white
(77%), compared to 50% of the offenders involvedingle-victim, single-offender homicide.
There were noticeably more black offenders involwvesingle-victim, single-offender homicide
than single-victim, single-offender parricide (4%& 22%). Due to the biological tie of victims
and offenders in single-victim, single-offendernpade, there were virtually no interracial
killings in parricide cases unlike homicide casegeneral. The mean age of offenders involved
in single-victim, single-offender homicide was 2a3ays of age compared to 31 years of age of

single-victim, single-offender parricide offendei®nly 8% of single-victim, single-offender
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homicide offenders were 18 years of age or you(ig860 of 16,640 offenders) compared to
approximately 19% of single-victim, single-offengerricide offenders (113 of 603 offenders)
over the 20 year period examined.

Results indicated that mothers were slain by ndorerse methods than any other parent
type victim. A possible explanation for the divey®f weapons used to kill mothers is that
mothers were perceived as weaker or easier tatggidathers. The offender(s) would not
require as much force to kill a mother compared tather. Hence, the greater use of firearms
selected to kill fathers.

There were more female offenders involved in rplatioffender parricide incidents,
specifically, multiple-offender double parricidd.is possible that the female offenders required
more assistance to kill a parent or parents thde oféenders. The female offenders could have
recruited friends or coerced a boyfriend to helpdmnmit the murders.

There were noticeably younger offenders involvegarricide incidents with multiple
victims and/or multiple offenders, specifically, hmple-offender double parricide.
Approximately 19% of the offenders involved in dangictim, single-offender parricide were 18
years of age or younger compared to approxima@¥y 8f offspring offenders and 32% of
accomplices involved in multiple-offender doublerpgade. Similar to female offenders, it is
possible that younger offenders required more t@ssis to kill, especially in those cases
involving multiple victims. Also, juvenile offendgrare more likely than adult offenders to Kill
with accomplices (Heide, 1999).

As previously noted in the literature review, tharere no known cases of female

perpetrated familicide. Using the NIBRS data, #iigly identified the first known case of
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familicide involving a female offender. This offéer was 27 years of age, black, and used a
firearm to kill her 53 year old mother, 1 year colild, and 28 year old common-law spouse.
NIBRS data indicated the offenders involved irgirvictim, single-offender parricide
were older than the offenders involved in singletim, single-offender parricide from SHR data.
A possible explanation for this is the locatiortloé 31 certified NIBRS states that participate in
data collection; it is possible that states witliceably older homicide offenders are over-
represented compared to the SHR offender dataavAat, however, is that differences in

offender age were not tested for significance duke two separate data sets.
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Chapter Eight

LIMITATIONS

As noted earlier, data are voluntarily submittethi® National Incident-Based Reporting
System. Since it is not mandatory, not all agenpaticipate in NIBRS. Currently NIBRS
represents only 25% of the total U.S. populatidhe rarity of the event of multiple victim
parricide, coupled with the limited number of mpii victim parricide cases from NIBRS data,
made statistical analyses in general not possiBtaclusions were drawn with caution in
regards to the small number of double parricidefandlicide cases.

NIBRS data only provided demographic informationdp to three offenders in a given
incident. Five cases of single-victim, multipldesfder parricide and two cases of multiple-
offender double parricide involved four or moreeniflers. Due to NIBRS limiting data to three
offenders per incident, a complete analysis ofdlseven cases was not possible. Conclusions
were drawn with caution.

When examined by hand, there were a number osaaitie likely agency coding errors.
While this can be expected when using second-hata] d resulted in an unfortunate loss of
approximately 15 cases. These 15 cases coulddnavieled additional valuable information
regarding parricide offenders and victims.

NIBRS data are limited to basic demographic dataeoffender and victim (e.g., age,
gender, race), and characteristics of the inci(eegt, relationship of each victim to the

offender(s), type of weapon used). NIBRS data em¢s$nclude data pertaining to mental health
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history, family dynamics, motivational dynamics,gum availability. These kinds of data are
important for understanding the factors involvecewlan offspring kills a parent. Future
research could use NIBRS data to possibly idectafs§es and conduct a mixed methods study
with interview data, record review, or newspapécks. This type of analysis could possibly
provide information on the motivational dynamicsreunding those parricide cases which were

identified through NIBRS data.
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Chapter Nine

IMPLICATIONS

As previously noted, the majority of parents arepparents slain were killed in single-
victim, single-offender incidents. Prior reseahas focused primarily on single-victim, single-
offender parricide incidents because of the datélave through the SHR data set. While the
numbers of multiple-victim and/or multiple-offendegarricide incidents found using the NIBRS
data set were small, this was expected based upmrg@search. The information that the
NIBRS data provided was invaluable as it alloweckas to official data regarding double
parricides and familicides. Since this study méitl the NIBRS data set from 1990-2010, it not
only summarized 20 consecutive years of parriaif@mation, but was able to report recent
information pertaining to multiple-victim, and/oruttiple-offender parricide. The purpose of
this study was to describe the phenomenon of neltigtim parricide. This was achieved by
providing an up-to-date review of parricide litenat as well as an in-depth analysis of single-
victim, single-offender parricide incidents andnpade incidents involving multiple victims
and/or multiple offenders.

Parricide is a rare occurrence in the United Staekis not possible to reliably predict.
However, certain risk factors for juvenile and agbarricide offenders have been identified
throughout prior literature. The typical offsprimgpo kills a parent(s) is a white male averaging
30 years of age. A greater number of female oendnd juvenile offenders are evident in

multiple-offender parricide incidents, specificatlpuble parricide incidents. While the use of a
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firearm predominates in all types of parricide affes, those incidents involving a mother as a
victim tend to have a more diverse weapon choicerife/cutting instrument, blunt object, or
other means (fire, asphyxiation, personal weapons).

Understanding that parricide offenders are nottechio adult males in single-victim,
single-offender incidents allows for the implicatiof preventative measures to include juveniles
and females, however, designing interventions dichsa low base rate phenomenon is next to
impossible. To some extent, every parricide ingides unique qualities and there is not likely
a common trait shared amongst parricide offendesdistinguish them from any other person.
When individuals display antisocial behaviors difesufrom a mental iliness, mental health
services need to be provided. Individuals beingsed by a parent or stepparent need to know
what resources are available for help. The impboeof preventative measures can improve the

quality of life and reduce the killing of parents.
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